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FOR THE CONNECTICUT EVANGE- 
LICAL MAGAZINE. 


The Genuincness of the Pentateuch. 


IIE first five Books of the 
Old Testament, common- 
ly denominated by the sacred 
writers, “ The Law of Moses,” 
may be called the foundation of 
the holy scriptures. Prophets 
oud aposties, saints, and Chris- 
tians, have ever referred to them 
as containing the purest divine 
testimony, as the fountain of all 
moral light, as the primary 
source of human hope. They 
sive an account of creation, of 
ithe providence of God towards 
man for more than two thousand 
years, and they open a prospect 
of that scheme of grace which 
will issue in his redemption.— 
Commentators and expositors 
have generally given to the five 
hooks of Moses, for the benefit 
of distinction, the appellation of 
The Pentateuch. 

Fiaving a design to communi- 
cate for the Magazine, some ob- 
servations on the authenticity 
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and divine inspiration of these 
sacred books, it will be proper, 
in the first place, to present some 
of the principal evidences that 
they are genuine. By genuinc- 
ness, is meant, that a book was 
actually written by the person 
whose name it bears. -4uthen- 
ticity Means that vhe things re- 
lated in any book are truc.— 
Bishop Watson, in his Letters 
to Thomas Paine, observes, “ A 
genuine book is that which was 
written by the person whose 
name it bears as the author of it. 
An authentic book is that which 
relates matters of fact, as they 
really happened.” A book may 
be genuine and destitute of au- 
thenticity ; it may be authentic, 
though anonymous, or ascribed 
to a wrong author. Still the 
genuineness of any publication 
is always an important argument 
in favor of its authenticity.— 
When a writer prefixes his name 
to his work, he risks his reputa- 
tion upon ils veracity, and gives 
to every reader the most natural 
means of ascertaining its validity 
or its errors. It is then of high 
Mm 








252 


mmportaace to the credibility of | 


the Mosaic History, that it be 
ascertained to be genuine. (Phe 
eharacter of Moses, the great- 
est of all the prophets, is imme- 
diately connected with the fact 
that he is the author of the Pen- 
tateuch. It is then a truth of 
the first consequence in the faith 
of divine revelation. 

That there was such a person 
as Moses, in the eariy period of 
the Israchtizh nation,—that he 
was a very illustrious eharact- 
er,—that he was their great 
Jeader in bringit:g them frem 
Egyptian slavery to the posses- 
sion of the land of Canaan, is 
evinced by all their own histo- 
ries, traditions, and historical 
monuments; and supported by 
many testimonies of neighboring 
nations. Ilis character being so 
eminent, every thing respecting 
him would necessarily reccive 
very particular and careful at- 
tention. The five books of the 
sacred scriptures, Genesis, Exo- 
dus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy,to which his name 
is prefixed as the writer, were 
received by the Israelites as his 
writings, and have been so held, 
invatiably, in every period %of 
the Jewish state. ‘That this 
could have been done without 
the fullest evidence, must have 
been next to impossible. ‘These 
writings were held in the highest 
veneration that can be concciv- 
ed. They were the sacred ora- 
eles of God ; they contained 
their moral and judicial laws; 
they contained the institution 
and all the rites of their religion. 
Immediately upon their publica- 
tion, therefore, they would ne- 
eessarily receive the most seru- 
tinizing attention, and could not 
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be admitted as genuine, only 
upon absolute proof. They were 
thus received by that people, 
who alone were able to form an 
accurate judgment in the case, 
aml this opinion has never heen 
controverted among them. This, 
surcly, is evidence conclusive. 
St. Austin, reasoning upon this 
subject, says, ‘* What proofs have 
we that the works of Plato, 
Cicero, Varro, and other profane 
authors, were written by those 
whose names they bear ; unless 
it be that this has been an opin- 
ion geverally reecived at alf 
times, and by all those who have 
lived since these authors?” If 
then, all those who have been 
properly able to form an opinion 
upon this subject, have agreed 
in ascribing the authorship of 
these books to Moses, it is a tes- 
timony to their genuineness 
which can never be reasonably 
controverted. 

The sacred books of the Pen- 
tateuch were received by the 
people of Israel. as true. But 
the books themselves frequently 
declare that they were written 
by Moses. Exodus xvii. 14. 
‘And the Lord said unto Moses, 
write this for a memorial in a 
book.” Ex. xxiv. 3, 4. “ And 
Moses came, and told the people 
all the words of the Lord, and 
all the judgments :—And Moses 
wrole all the words of the Lord.” 
Numb. xxxiii. 2. “ And Moses 
wrote their goings out, accord- 
ing to their journies, by the com- 
mandment of the Lord.” Deut. 
Xxxi. 24. “ And it came to pass, 
when Moses had made an end of 
writing the words of this law ia 
a book until they were finished.” 
Thus, the veracity of some 
parts, at least, of these beoks, 
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depends upon the fact that they 
were written by Moses. They 
could not then have been receiv- 
ed as true, unless this matler 
had been sufficiently examined, 
and fully ascertained. 

It is very evident, from the 
accounts which are given us, 
that Moses, like ail other true 
prophets of God, had many ene- 
mies. Yea, it appears that the 
whole nation, during the period 
of his life, were very little in- 
clined in his favor. His precepts 
aud admonitions they constantly 
disregarded ; his most aftcction- 
ate fidelity was repaid with un- 
remitted opposition, abuse, and 
reproaches. ‘Though public sen- 
timenut was, in a measure, chan- 
ged, after his death, many who 
hated his character, and envied 
his greatness, still remained — 
None of his enemies would ever 
have omitted an opportunity of 
robbing him of the honor of re- 
cording the divine law, could it 
have been done. 

As is the case in the Christian 
church, there were among the 
Jews many religious sects.— 
These, often, possessed great 
bitterness against each other. 
The rancor between the Jews 
and Samaritans was so great, as 
to break up all the common in- 
tercourse of life. The woman 
of Samaria expressed great sur- 
prise that Christ, being a Jew, 
should ask of her, so much as a 
drink of water. In cases of such 
rancorous difference, one party 
is always fond of finding any oc- 
casion of accusation or reproach 
against the other. Yet neither 
of these, nor any other sect that 
ever prevailed among that peo- 
ple, accused others as wrong in 
believing Moses the author of 
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their law, but all, with one con- 
sent, have uscribed it to him. 

When the writings of Moses 
were first communicated to the 
Jews, it is doubtful whether they 
possessed any other book. Some 
suppose that the Egyptians had 
some writings previous to this 
time ; while others are of opin- 
ion that those of Moses were the 
first that were known. At least 
there is ne book now extant, 
that is known to be so old as the 
books of Moses. The book of 
Job m:y be an exception, some 
supposing it to have been writ- 
teu by Moses himself ; an opin- 
ion beticr supported than any 
other concerning the author of 
that eminent composition. With 
this exception, it may safely be 
affirmed of the people of Israel, 
when the Pentateuch was first 
put into their hands, they had 
no other valuable writings. This 
consideration would make them 
very careful to enquire into ils 
origin aud authority, and they 
could not have been deceived.— 
From the state of learning then 
existing, particularly in a people 
of bondmen, the number of per- 
sons capable, in any measure, of 
execuling a work of this kind} 
must have been small indeed. 
Of course, there was the small- 
est chance of any deception or 
mistake. 

In these sacred books, the 
character of Moses is very accu- 
rately drawn. And though his 
virtues are striking, his faults are 
clearly depicted. The charac- 
ter here given him, has always 
been held to be just. Were it 
necessary, we might collect nu- 
merous teslimonies from heathen 
writers, in confirmation of the 
character of Moses as here given. 
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The Arabians, at this day, can | dence of Israel. and inspire them 
point out the plains of Midian, | with a disposition to risk their 
where he tended his father’s | all undcr his guidance, as the 
flocks, and whence he was called | history contained in the book of 
away by the God of Israel. But | Genesis. Carrying in his hand 
it is an essential part of his cha- | the divine promise to Abraham, 
racter, that he was the author of |“ Kuow of a surety that thy 
the sacred books of the Penta-! reed shall be a stranger in a land 
teuch. His character, then, ha- | thatis not theirs, and shall serve 
ving been so well understuod, them; and they shall afflict 
the world could not have becn | them four hundred years: And 
mistaken in this, onc of its most | alyo that nation, whom they 
prominent features. | sual serve, will I judge; and 
Of all men that have lived, | aflerward shali they come out 
Moses was the most proper per- | with great substance ;” conclu- 
son to have been the recorder of | ding this history with the dying 
the sacred oracles of God, and | testimony of Joseph, so highly 
particularly, to have written the | reverenced in Egypt, * God will 
books which bear his name.— | surely visit you, and bring you 
For this purpose, the wisdom of | out of this land which he sware 
God would have undoubtedly | to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Ja- 
chosen one of the people of his | cob; and ye shall carry up wy 
own gracious covenant. ‘ Mo-j} bones from hence :” he present- 
ses was learned in all the wisdom | ed them every inducement to 
of the Egyptians,” while all the | hazard the utmost rage of their 
rest of the people were “ made | oppressors, and commit every 
bitter with hard bondage.”— | event to the disposal of the 
While in his peaceful employ-| mighty God of Jacob.-—The 
ment in the plains of Midian, he | other four books after Genesis, 
had opportunity to mature his} must have been written in the 
learning, to strengthen hisunder- | wilderness, and after the arrival 
standing, to become eminently | at the borders of Canaan. The 
agquainted with God, and with ; most of Deuteronomy was evi- 
himself, which he appears to! dently written, in ov near the 
have done; while his brethren | plains of Jordan. As Moses was 
were groaning under the lash of | the greatest actor inthese events, 
unfeeling task-masters. In this he certainly must have been the 
quiet relirement, he had abun-| most preper person to have been 
dant leisure to write the book of | the historian. As he possessed 
Genesis, and the book of Job, | more Jearning than any other 
while all the chiefs of Isracl | person in Israel, so there was no 
were confined to daily labor, uv- | other that hed such a minute 
der the unrelenting slavery of | knowledge of all the transactions 
Egypt. As God designed to) necessary to be recorded.—lIt is 
make the shepherd of Midian! not common, iomodern times, 
the great deliverer of his people, | for heroes and Icaders in great 
nothing, except the immediate | cnterprises, to write the history 
miracles of God, could so well | of the transactions in which they 
recommend him to the cenf-! arc themsclycs concerned. But, 
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among the ancients, this was a 
very common occurrence, — Ce- 
sur wrote the history of his own 
wars. Xenophon wrote the his- 
ya of the retreat of the ten- 

thousand, from Persia to Greece; 
in which he was a princips! com- 
mander. Thucydides has given 
the histery of the Peloponnesian 
war, in which he had a very 
distinguished part. In ali these 
cases, the histories are considcr- 
ed more valuable and authentic, 
because the historians were ac- 
tors and witnesses in the trans- 
actions which form the subject 
of their narration. 

No person could ever have 
written these sacred books but a 
irue prophet of God. Whoever 
were the writer, he must have 
been enlightened by the special 
vills of the Holy Spirit. ‘The 
Pentateuch contains many very 
striking instances of prophecy, 
some of which are now fulfilling, 
more than thirly centuries since 
the prediction. ‘These prophe- 
cies embrace the most interest- 
ing events in the works of provi- 
dence and grace. Jn the cha- 
racler of Moses, we sce a proph- 
el, worthy to have been the 
medium of these sacred commnu- 
nications from God. He was 
most eminently distinguished 
with the divine favor, with the 
possession of miraculous powers, 
with a peculiar nearness to God, 
and, so to speak, with a certain 
fluence in prayer, which was 
never enjoyed by any olher 
prophet. ‘There is nothing on 
sacred record which gives such 
a0 impression of the efficacy of 
prayer, as God’s say inig to Moses, 

“ Now, therefore. let me alone, 
that my wrath may wax hot 
against them, and ‘that I may 
consume them.” As if the jady- 











The Genuineness of the Pentateuch. 285 


ments of God could not be exe- 
cuted against Israel, while their 
great prophet stood praying be- 
tore him. 

In the consideration of this 
subject, it may well be enquired, 
It Moses were not the writer of 
the sacred books which bear his 
name, who was? What other 
prophet was equal to the work ? 
Wisat other illustrious character 
can be found to advance his 
claim ? Who is known, so emi- 
nently distinguished and beloved 
of God, as to have received all 
this from the holy fountain of 
truth ? There is none. As well 
may we deny that the light of 
day proceeds from the sun, and 
look among the stars to find the 
source of light, as to pass by 
Moses and look among the ear- 
ly prophets and elders of Israel, 
for the author of the sacred books 
of the law. 

It is next to impessible, ina 
case of this kind, that the world 
should ever have been induced 
to receive and countenance an 
imposture. ‘The literary world 
has sustained innumerable impo- 
silions, or rather, attempts at 
imposition, of this nature. With- 
out mentioning any other sub- 


jecls, we may observe, there 


have been many forgeries in im- 
itation of the sacred writings, 
with a design to palin them upon 
the world as of divine authority. 
Sincethe publication of the scrip- 
tures of the New ‘Testament, 
there have been false Gospels, 
false Fpistles, false Acts, pub- 
lished under the names of Peter, 
John, James, Paul, Clement, 
and others, of the apostles and 
early fathers. In these cases, 
the writers have used their ut- 
most exertions so to imitate the 
character and manner of the 
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person. whose name they would thor of the Pentateuch, as he is 
prefix to their work, as that the | usually spoken of iu the third 
fraud might not be detected.— | person. Iastead of the pronoun 
But they always fail. There |i, hesays Moses. This is cer- 
are a great variety of methods | tainly a mark of modesty, per- 
by which the imposition may be fectly accordant with his char- 
discovered. And though the | acter, and it is well known to 
real author may not be ascer- have been the practice of many 
tained, the imputed one is sure | of the best writers. Ezra and 
to be acquitted. And there are | Nehemiah cothe same. Ceasar, 
never wanting friends of truth, | Xenophov, Josephus, and man 
able and willing to perform the | other excellent profane histo- 
work. The writings of the Pen- | rians, generally speak of them- 
tateuch are, iu this respect, sim- | selves in the third person. 

ilar to others. Any crror with; It is said, Deut. iii. 14,” Jair, 
regard to the true author might ; the son of Manasseh, took all 
have been detected with equal | the country of Argob, unto the 


ease and certainty. 


We shall now take notice of | 
some of the objections of modern | 


infidelity, to the supposition that 
Moses is the real author of the 
books which bear his name.— 
The principal one is, that the 
last chapter of Deuteronomy 
contains an account of Moses’ 





er This was evidently ad- 
ed by another hand. The 


book, as written by him, very | 
plainly concludes with the pre- | 


ceding chapter, containing a bles- 
sing upon the twelve tribes, and 
a celebration of the excellency 
of Israel, in a strain of peetry, | 
probably never excelled. No-| 
thing could be more suitable 
than that, at the end of these 
books, containing the history 
and writings of this great proph- 
et of God, there should be an- 
nexed a brief account of his 
death. This appears to have 
been done by some succeeding 
prophet, most probably, by Josh- 
ua. By whomsoever it was done, 
it has uniformly been received 
as an authentic and important 
part of those sacred books, 





Some have objected that Mo- 
ece could not have been the au- 


| coasts of Geshuri, and Maacha- 
thi, and called them after his 
own name, Bashan-havoth-jair, 
unto this day,” It is objected, 
that the expression “ unto this 
day,” implies a time long after 
the event, and therefore this 
could not have been written by 
Moses. We have an instance of 
the use of the same expression 
by another sacred writer, in 
which the meaning is easily as- 
certained. It is said of Rahab, 
Josh. vi. 25. “ She dwelleth in 
Israel unto this day.” Rahab 
was taken at Jericho, after she 
had arrived at full age. This ex- 
pression is applied to her while 
living, and, 1 should conclude, 
from the manner of expression, 
while in the vigor of life. We 
see then something of the peri- 
ed to which the time spoken of 
is limited, and it is not greater 
than may well be supposed, 
where the same expression is us- 
ed by Moses——In the same 
chapter of Deuteronomy, it is 
said of the bedstead of the king 
of Bashan, “Is it not in Rab- 
bath, of the children of Ammon?” 
This, surely, might have been 
said by Moses truly, though the 
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capture of Og was not long be- 
fore this book was written.—In 
the 36th. chapter of Geuesis, 
there are a few passages of gen- 
ealogies, and the expression, 
« These are the kings that reign- 
ed in the land of Edom, before 
there reigned any king over the 
children of Israel ;” which some 
have supposed must have been 
inserted since the time of Moses. 
This, however, is but conjecture, 
as there is no material difficulty 
in supposing the whole to have 
been written by him.—Objec- 
tions of this kind would not be 
noticed, if they were not brought 
forward by unbetievers as objects 
of consequence. 

It is a favorite objection of 
Voltaire, that Moses could not 
have been the author of the Pen- 
tateuch, as the use of letters was 
not known in his time. Cad- 
mus, the Phoenician, who was 
cotemporary with Moses, carrt- 
ed an alphabet into Grecce ; 


and it is the opinion of some that. 
the Greeks were acquainted with 


letters at a still earlier period. 
It is well known that, at that 
lime, the Egyptians were far 
more advanced in arts and learn- 
ing, than the Greeks, or the 
Phoenicians. Of their Mearning, 
Moses was fully possessed. The 
objection, therefore, is, clearly, 
of no weight. Objections of 
this kind, im the opinion of all 
reflecting men, instead of weak- 
ening the evidence, strengthen 
the conviction of the genuine- 
ness of these sacred books ; that 
they are from the pen of Moses, 
guided by the gracious inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. While 
gtace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ, we clearly see that “ the 
law was given by Moses.” 





Having thus offered some of 
the evidence of the genuinecncas 
of the five books of Moses, we 
will mention a few ¢onsidera- 
tions respecting the preserva- 
lion and the present purity of 
this divine law. ‘That these sa- 
cred books have been faithfully 
preserved without corruption or 
alteration, from the days of Mo- 
ses to the present timte, is to us 
a truth of the first importance, 
and it is one that is supported 
by the fullest testimony. They 
were originally received by the 
people of Israel, as of the high- 
est authority, as containing the 
eternal truths of God. Noth- 
ing therefore, but the most high- 
handed sacrilege could ever have 
presumed on the least alteration. 
The directions which are given 
from God, respecting the preser- 
vation of his law, show how it 
was estimated by the Most 
High, and how deeply the peo- 
ple must have been impressed 
with the importance of its inleg- 
rity. God said to Moses, ‘‘ Now, 
therefore, write ye this song for 
you, and teach it the children 
of Israel.—And it shall come to 
pass, when many evils and troub- 
les are befallen them, that this 
song shall testify against them 
as a witness; for it shall not bé 
forgotten out of the mouths of 
their seed.” Moses himself gave 
the most pointed directions con- 
cerning the preservation of this 
law. Deut. xxxi. 24. &c. “ And 
it came to pass, when Moses had 
made an end of writing the 
words of this law in a book until 
they were finished, that Moses 
commanded the Levites, which 
bare the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, saying, “ Take this 


| book of the law, and put it in 








the side of tie ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord your God, that 
it may be there for a witness a- 
gainst thee.” It was thus most 
sacredly preserved, in the ark of 
the covenant, through all the 
period that the ark of the Lord 
dwelt under the curtains of the 
tabernacle. After the temple 
had been completed, above 480 
years after the crcction of the 
tabernacle, Solomon, wiih all 
the priests and tribes of Israel, 
removed the ark, with the most 
extraordinary magnificence, from 
the city of David, to the holy 
of holies, in the temple. ‘Then, 
as we are expressly told in Kings 
and Chronicles, the Book of the 
law was contained in the ark, as 
deposited by Moses. There is 
no reason to conclude it was ev- 
er removed, so long as the lem- 
plestood. 

Several other means which 
were in use among that people, 
were very effectual for the pres- 
ervation of the purity of the 
Jaw. They were solemnly en- 
joined to make this law the ob- 
ject of their constant attention 
and study. Deut. vi. 6. &c. 
** And these words which [ com- 
mand thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart. And thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy 
ehildren, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou watkest by the 
way,--and thou shalt, oind them 
for asign upon thine. hand, and 
they shall be as frontlets be- 
tween thine eyes. And thou 
shalt write them upon the posts 
of thy house, aud on thy gales.” 

The family of Aaron was ap 
pointed to the priesthood. Jt was 
their particular province, as well! 
asofthe whole tribe of Leyi, to 
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be fuliy acquainted with thislaw, 
both for their own benefit. and 
the instruction of others. 

Tiere was also this remarka- 
ble ordinance of Moses, that this 
law shouid be written out at 
length by their kings: « And 
ijt shall be, when he sitteth up- 
on the throne of his kingdom, 
that he shall write him a copy 
of this law in a book, out of that 
which is before the pricsts the 
Levites: and it shall be with 
him, aud he shallread therein, 
all the days of his life.” Deut. 
xvii. 1S. 

The divine law was publicly 
| read in the Jewish worship every 
Sabbath day. In addition to this, 
there was to be a public reading 
of the law once im seven years, 
in the presence of the whole na- 
tion. Deul. xxxi. 10. &c. “ And 
Moses commanded them saying, 
At the end of every seven 
years, in the solemnity of the 
year of release, in the feast o! 
tabernacles, when all Israei j- 
come to appear before the Lord 
thy God, in the place which he 
shall choose, thou shalt read this 
law before all Israel in theiv 
hearing.” <A number of instan- 
ces are recorded in their history. 
in whieh the book of the law 
was read with great solemnity. 
in the presence of all their as- 
sembled tribes. With such pro 
Visions, the integrity of the? 
law seems to have been free 
from danger. 

_ Another consideration worthy 
ef notice is, that God was ple:- 
sed to give his people, for a pe- 
riod of a thousand years from 
the days of Moses, a constat! 
succession of prophets, who 
were divinely enlightened by 
the inspiration of the Almighty. 
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An essential part of their office 
was to study and expound the 
divinelaw, They would most 
carefully guard it from every 
corruption, and by the aid of 
their prophetic light, they would 
have been able to have restored 
its purity, had-any material er- 
rors crept into the sacred text. 
As they were making frequent 
additions to the inspired canon, 
they would be not less careful 
that that part, which had been 
previously written by holy men 
of God, moved by the Iioly 
Ghost, should be preserved un- 
corrupted and entire. 

Atthe time of the Babylonish 
captivity, though the nation was 
broken up. copies of the divine 
law had become so numerous, 
learning was so much increased, 
the Jews were so widely disper- 
sed among the adjacent nations, 
all carrying the Jaw in their 
hands, that it could not have 
been lost, and there could have 
been no general alteration of the 
sacred text. This observation 
may well apply to the integrity 
of the law of Moses, from the 
Babylonish captivity to the 
present time. During this long 
period, the Jews have been dis- 
persed among all nations, they 
have held but little intercourse 
with each other, they have been 
divided into different sects, and 
they have never acted, on any 
important occasion in general 
concert. Of course, there could 
never have been any alteration 
ia their syered scriptures, which 
would have been uniform among 
the whole people. And the fact 
that there is no material differ- 
ence in the numerous copies of 
their sacred volume, scattered 
‘Ryrough the world, is a demon- 
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strative proof that it has never 
been attempted. Previous to 
the captivity, they had always 
a standard in the copy of the 
law deposited by Moses in the 
ark ‘of the covenant. 

When Jerusalem was made 
desolate by the Assyrian army, 
the afflicted captives carried 
their sacred books with them to 
Babylon, and there they were 
their comfort and support. The 
prophet Daniel, who was one of 
those captives, tells us that, “In 
the first year of Darius,—I Dan- 
iel understood by books the 
number of the years which the 
Lord would accomplish in the 
desolation of Jerusalem.” These 
were their sacred scriptures. 

The peculiar love which all 
the ancient saints ever felt for 
the divine law, was a very great 
security against any corruption. 
For confirmation of this, we 
turn to the testimony of David. 
His love to the divine law, his 
constant meditation on its holy 
precepts, are declared through 
all the Psalms. ‘“ Blessed is the 
man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly,—his de- 
light is in the law of the Lord ; 
and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night.” The whole 
119th Psalm is a constant cele- 
bration of the excellency of the 
divine law. Such, in a degree, 
was the character of all the an- 
cient saints. They could part 
with property, with liberty, with 
life, but the law of God they 
would not barter for worlds. 

That people were very deeply 
interested in preserving the 
law of Moses entire, because it 
contained the institution of all 
their religious rites, and all their 
; Civillaws. This was their Mag- 
Noa 
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na Charta, derived from heaven, 
and: they would never suffer it 
to be corrupted or lost. ‘Chey 
must necessarily appeal, very of- 
ten, to their original authority 
which would prevent its being 
forgotten. 

Ptolenry Philadelphus, hing 
of Egypt, wishing to establivh a 
large and valuable library, sent 
to Jerusalem, and, by the means 
of much solicitation and anany. 
presents, obtained a copy of the 
books of the Old Testament, 
and had il carried ‘to Alexandria. 
‘Chis was. about two hundred 
and eighty years before Christ. 
He then caused it to be transla- 
ted, with great care and accura- 
cy, into the Greck language. 
That Greck translation we now 
bave. Ht was that which was 
generally used by Christ and the 
:postles, from which they usu- 
ally quoted the scriptures of the 
Old Testament. This Greek 
translation well agrees with the 
Hebrew text, as now held by 
Christians and Jews. This is a 
full proof that from thai period, 
those scriptures have been pre- 
served enlire. 

. There is also a very ancient 

Samaritan version of the five 
hooks of Moses, and a version of 
the Old ‘Testament in the an- 
ejent Syriac language, which 
' unile in confirming the integri- 
ty of the sacred books. 


If it were necessary, we might | 


add that Christ and his apostles 
have ofien referred to. the law of 
Moses, as pure, as wrillen hy 
him, and astine. ‘The Saviour 
declarcs, John v. 46. “ For had 
ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me : for he wrote 
of me.” He thus set his seal 
that the word of Moses is true. 


['Auc. 


The most of these proofs of = 
the present integrity and purity 4 
of the five books of Moses are 
independent of each other, pre- 
senting separate and distinct ev- 
idence tothe mind. When uni- 
ted, they seem to form a mass of 
testimony, which must salisf 
every candid enquirer, that 2 
merciful God has preserved his 
holy law, for the benefit of his 
people, uncorrupted, that the Ia- 
test period of the church may 
receive his own testimony as 

given by the first and greatest of 
| propheis. “If they hear not 
| Moses and the prophets, neither 
would they be persuaded, though 
one should rise from the dead.” 
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The wrath of God: abides on 
Sinners. 


NGER and wrath are words 
J used in the divine oracles 
todiescribe God's fixed opposition 
to sin, because no other can be 
found in the Janguages of a sin- 
ful world to apply to the sub- 
ject. Words were made anda 
meaning given them, to describe 
maus wicked character, and 
they are much more naturally 
applied in the description of 
hell than of heaven; because 
man’s natural temper is much 
more hike the former, than the 
latter ; stil] there is something 
' jn the adoralile Godhead which 
is called his wrath against sin. 
It is said to be perpcet:al, the 
same at all times and forever, 
and that it abides on every one 
of our wicked race, who is not 
reconciled to him through Jesus 
Christ. 
It is worthy of inquiry, what 











iel4.] Fhe wrath of God abides on Sinners. 23) 
the wrath of God is, and the’ that abides on sinners, is the 
evidence that it does abide on | fixed opposition of his holy and 
every oue who doth not be- | unchaugeablenature, tothe prin- 
lieve. When we -have secn :ciples of their hearts. Either 
what is to be.understood.by his | his mature, or theirs must be 
wrath, it will clearly appear !changed, or there will be an 
that it is one of the highest | eternal opposiiion betweenthem; 
siories of his nature, and ought | and he isthe unchangeable God. 
to be feared by sinners, much! When God threatens sinners 
more than if it resembled the | with his wreth, he means, that 
wrath and the vengeance of sin- | he is wholiy opposed to their 
ful creatures. If we have cor- | principles, perfectly averse to 
rect ideas, we shall see that the | their practice, and will forever 
wrath of God abiding on sinners | continue to manifest his own 





is a part of -his uvchanging mor- | 


al purity, infinite, in constant 
exercise, and that from the-be- 
ginuving there hath been uninter- 
rupted evidence of its reality. 

The wrath of God is his fixed 
displeasure with sin, as a thing 
that is contrary :to his own na- 
ture. His nature is holy, true, 
just, and good. He is wholly 
opposed :to all ungodliness.— 
Sin consists in falsehood, injus- 
tice, pride, selfishness, and en- 
mity. These dispositions con- 
ttilute the depravity of men’s 
hearls, and are .in direct opposi- 
tion:to the moral perfections of 
the adorable Godhead. The 
Lerd’s infinite delight in trath, 
must make him in the same de- 
gree opposed to falsehood. His 
perfect delight in justice, must 
render him equally averse to in- 
justice. Jf he is infinitely 


righteous, he will maintain his | 


own, and the moral rights of-all 
the creatures.in his famiiy. It 
is contrary to the divine nature 
and glory, to give any approba- 
tion to sin, in any of the forms 
ihat it is exercised, either a- 
gainst himself or any one of all 
his creatures. The first thing 
we should endeavor distinctly 
fo conceive. in the wrath of God 


unlikeness to them, and his dis- 
pleasure with their governing 
principles. He does not mean, 
that he will display his aversion 
to them, in the tumul!tucus, pas- 
sionate, vindiclive way, that 
guilty sinners oppese.cach other ; 
but he wiil do it in a way more 
dreadful to those who fall under 
his wrath. He will do it by a 








progressive, ‘irresistible display 
of his own dislike; by all the 
means that nature admits, and 
the steady operations of ‘Al- 
mighty power, through the 
whole universe. ‘This will not 
be from a principle of delight in 
the misery of sinners; but to 
shew their vileness, his own in- 
finite moral purity, and his aver- 
sion to such principles as reign 
in their hearts. 

God cannot act in any thing 
he ever willdo, without mani- 
festing his wrath that abides on 
| sinners and their principles, 

All his works are holy, just 





and good ; his purposes are his 
| nature acted out-to our view, and 
'he cannot do any thing that is 
‘contrary to himself. It is far 
above our power to compréhend 
all the works of God, their tev- 
deacy, design, and the infuence 
‘they have on the present ané 
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future’ condition of creatures. | 
In every instance, both in nature | 
and providence, so far as we can | 
understand the design of God | 
works, they are to display ihe 
uature cf holiness and sin ; his 
love of one, and his aversion io 
the other; together with the 
natural tendency of one to pro- 
duce happiness, and of the other 
to make the sinner miserable. 
The sinfui imaginations of men 
are very active, both to find 
pieas of self justification, and to 
persuade themselves there is | 
some safety in sinning. Still, 
on a thorough examiuation, it 
will be found, there is not an 
excuse designed for either of 
these purposes, but makes it 
more brightly evident, that it is 
an awful thing to be a sinner, 
and that every one remaining 
such will be miserable. 

Let us attend to some evi- 
dences of the wrath of God, 
abiding on every sinner: and 
that the whole nature of the 
Godhead is perfectly opposed to 
him. 

Look first to the construction 
of nature. All nature, both in 
bodies and minds. is so construct- 
ed as to pour ont the fury of 
God upan the wicked. Men’s 
bodies are punished for sin. The 
intemperate are a monument of 
his wrath. The unjust are hat- 
edin society. The wicked, of 
every description, have the 
scourge of conscience in their 
own breasts. Every simmer is 
afraid of God his law, and his 
government. All who do not 
believe in Christ, are afraid of 
death, and their impeniience 
punishes them with awful appre- 
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hensions. The nature of things 
being so appoinied, proves that 


[ Ave. 


the Creator’s wrath abides on 
sinners ; and by their present 
pains he manifests his intentions 
to execute a judgment of intole- 
rabie misery, when all natural 
causes, tending to the same end, 
shall act jointly and without in- 
lermMission on the soul given up 
to perpetual sin. 

The providence of God is a 
shining light on this subject.— 
The general evidence of provi- 
dence shews that he is angry 
with the wicked, and means to 
pursue them to destruction. To 
answer the purposes of divine 
grace, we receive a thousand 
blessings ; still, viewing the Fro- 
vidence of God collectively in 
all iis works, there is a plain 
witness that his wrath abides on 
our sinful world—on wicked in- 
dividuals—wicked families, and 
wicked nations ; and that their 
own wickedness is the means for 
punishing them. 

Men, iu the first instance, will 
always view great worldly prop- 
erty as an instance of favor in 
divine providence ; but let them 
look a little further, and they 
may see a new mark of God’s 
moral character and intentions. 
He, probably, may design this 
very prosperily to be the means 
of preparieg and executing his 
wrath on the ungodly who do 
not love him. As he often ap- 
points adversity in covenant 
faithfulness to his children, to 
prepare them for heaven; so he 
often appoints prosperity in his 
auger, to prepare the wicked for 
their portion of darkness.— 
Viewing the dealings of provi- 
dence on these principles, we 
may see in them evidence that 
the wrath of God abides on 
those who do not love him. 
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The full and complete evi- 
dence, that the wrath of God 
abides on the sinful is in his 
word. If we look to the law, 
the heaviest and eternal penal- 
ties are threatened. If we icok 
to the gospel, before its salva- 
tion could be offered, the Son 
of God must die, to manifest 
his fixed opposition to sin; and 
there are the most express dec- 
larations that his wrath abides 
upon all those who do not be- 
lieve and repent. Some of the 
most pointed descriptions of ex- 
treme sin and misery are in 
the case of those who do not 
repent and believe, when salva- 
tion is offered them through the 
blood of Christ. ‘This neglect 
of grace, and preference of sin- 
ful pleasures to the obedience 
of the gospel, is a clear proof 
of the evil nature of sin, and 
how uulike the transgressor 
is to the holiness of God.— 
The sum of the iaformation we 
have in the oracles of God 
shows us his aversion to sin, that 
his wrath abides upon it, that 
he will always govern so as to 
bring it to ruin, and that a 
sinner can have nothing but 
awful prospects before -him.— 

Let us consider again. ‘The 
feelings that an unbelieving sin- 
ner has within himsclf, on see- 
ing God’s character, clearly 
prove the truth of these. ob- 
servations. His knowledge of 
infinite purity is painful, and all 
the happiness he now finds, in a 
secure and unbelieving life, is 
interrupted by seeing God. If 
the very sight ef God is painful 
tohim ; if his peace wholly de- 
pends on having the Lerd hid- 
den; if the sight of his great- 
ness and glory is a puvishment ; 


how certain it is he will be pun- 
ished, and in an extreme de- 
gree; as it will be the work of 
God through eternity, to bring 
himself into the clearest and 
most certain knowledge of his 
creatures. Let us now collect 
theze ideas and bring them into 
one point of view, and it will 
appear beyond controversy, that 
the wrath of God abideth on 
every one who doth not believe 
in Christ, and that it will pro- 
duce an extreme misery. 

The whole moral nature of 
the Godhead is opposed to such 
siuful principles as are natural 
to the human heart. It is his 
essential glory to be of this 
character, and his declarative 
glory to manifest it. He cannot 
act in consistency with himsclt 
and his own most holy nature, 
without shewing this displeas- 
ure. He manifested it in the 
beginning by giving such a con- 
stitution to all natural things, 
as will plunge the sinner into 
ruin. He hath given constant 
evidence of this in bis provi- 
dence, in his law, in the gospel, 
and his whole word. He as- 
sures us of his eternal purpose 
to do the same ;,that he crea- 
ted and will govern his universe 





(to make holy minds blessed, 
jand sinful minds miscrable.— 
| What although he does not 
manifest this wrath in the same 
_ nranner that passionate, revenge- 
ful creatures do? He is doing 
‘it in a way much more awful 
| to consider, and more certain to 
continue ; by the steady ope- 
ralion of almighty power shew- 
ing his own opposition to the 
principles of sin. He hath tho 
universe in his hand as means 
| of showing this displeasure, aud 
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awhole elcriitvy as a season 
for doing it. Were this sub- 
ject seen as it really is, there 
would not be a sectire sinner in 
the world—all would join in a 
common inquiry, “* What shall 
I dotobe saved 2?” All would 
exclaim, away ye tempting a- 
musements and vanities, ye 
treacherous worldly interests, 
which have defrauded me of the 
best portion ef my life! Away 
every beguiling object and cx- 
cuse, if peradventure, there is 
yet a possibility I may escape 
from the deplorable state to 
which the whole Godhead is 
opposed, and obtain forgiveness 
by repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ. -X. 


Deo 


Lhe Nature and Reality of the fu-. 


iure Misery of the Wicked. 


ITAT God has appointed 
suffering, in the world to 
come, for the finally impenitent, 
is a truth plainly declared in his 
word, and confirmed by all the 
events of his providence. What 
will be the nature of that suffer- 
ing, is an iyquiry particularly 
inieresting to ail who are appre- 
hensive of itsdanger, and to all 
who would be moved by the ap- 
prehension to seck a refuge ia 
the gospel of salvation. 
From the testimony of divine 
truth, we are authorized to be- 


licve that the future misery of | 


the wicked wil! consist, both in 
mental and bodily suffering.— 
Which will be the greatest, or 
whether, in this respect, it will 
‘be the same in all, we have not 
eufficient light, certainly, to de- 
termine. Ithas, gcnerally, been 











held, that the sufferings of the 
mind will be the most severe. 
A few thoughts will be suggested 
respecting mental suffering, af- 
ter which, more will be said on 
the other part of future punish- 
ment, which, by many, at the 
present day, is entirely exptod- 
ed. 

The wicked, in the future world, 
will over see the perfect justice 
of God, in the execution ef his 
vengeance. The understanding 
and ihe conscience will have 
their full exercise, and be able 
to form the clearest conceptions 
of moral truth. The enmity of 
the heart may be most strong, 
yet the intellect will be active 
and vigorous, duly estimating 
the nature and claims of divine 
justice. The understanding will 
be fully convinced of the neccs- 
sity of justice in the government 
of God, that that justice cannot 
be maintained without punish- 
ment, and that the impenitent 
children of men are proper sub- 
jects for the infliction of that 
punishment. The wnderstand- 
ing will also be convinced that 
there must be something more 
than disciplinary punishment, 
for the proper maintenance of 
the divine authority, and the 
safely of the universe: that 
there must be a display of the 
divine vengeance. In cternity, 
the conscience of ‘the wicked 
vill be fully persuaded, that 
they are the proper subjects of 
the execution of vindictive jus 
lice. In the future world, the 
character of God will be vastly 
better nuderstood, than it 1s 
now. By the events of the 
judgment, the long history of 
his dealings with man, during 
the period of time, will have 
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been clearly unfolded, will be 
well understood, and will ever 
be kept in fresh remembrance. 
The decisions of the judgment 
will also afford an emincnt illus- 
tration of the divine character, 
which will be perceived, in the 
clearest manner, by all inteHi- 
gent beings. With these ex- 
hibitions of the character and 
dealings of God, the conscience 
of all the ungodly will be fully 
conviueed of the propriety of 
iheir sufferings. 

The impenitent, in the future 
world, will be convinced, not on- 
ly, of the justice of their con- 
dempation and sufferings, but 
that it is most suitable and 
wise that they should thus suf- 
fer, and that, in the infliction of 
the evil, God is-most holy and 
sood. They will see that the 
salety and happiness of the uni- 
verse imperiously require that 
the authority of God be inviols- 
bly maintained. They will sce 
it to be necessary that God 
should maintain his truth, and 
ihat this should be done, not 
less, in the execution of his 
threalenings, thau in the per- 
formance of his promises.— 
That the purity and reasona- 
hleness of the divine law should 
be perfectly vindicated, which 
cau be done only by inflict- 
lag its penalties upon the incor- 
rigible transgressors. As the 
happiness of all holy beings is 
educed from God, and the per- 
fection of his glory is necessary 
ta their highest enjoyment, he 
must vindicate his character 
fsom all the aspersions and con- 
tempt, which have ever been 
cast upon it by the sons of ini- 
quilty. For this purpose, he 
must execute his vengeance. 





And in doing this he will have’ 
a special regard to the highest 
good of the universe. Thus 
the wicked will see and feck 
that God is most holy and good 
iv their condemnation, and that, 
for this, his people will for 
ever praise him. Possessed of 
such a view of the divine excel- 
lency, Israel say on the banks 
of the sca, “ F will sing unto the 
Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously : the horse and his 
rider hath he thrown into the 
sea.” ‘l'o the same sentiment 
the Tsalmist responds, saying, 
** O give thanks unto the Lord ; 
—to him that smote Egypt in 
their first-born :—to him which 
smete great kings:— and slew 
famous kings : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” 

The impenitent, in the futare 
world, wiil be fully sensible of 
their perpetual obligation to 
love and serve God. ‘They are 
rational and moral beings, capa- 
ble of obedience and love; hav- 
ing derived their being from 
God, and received from him 
many favors. ‘They will see 
him to be infinitely holy in his 
whole character, and in all bis 
dealings, even in the executiowr 
of his vindictive justice, and, 
therefore, most perfectly de- 
serving of the confidence and 
attachment of all his creatures. 
¥et their hearts will for ever 
hate him. Their conscience 
will be convinced that God does 
not act as a tyrant, that he docs: 
not delight in their suffering, or 
in the suffering of any of his 
creatures ; that he punishes, 
merely, as a righteous and holy 
sovernor of the universe, who 
cannot suffer wickedness to be 


disregarded. Yet, with al! this. 
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conviction, they will find their 
hearts ever rising in enmity and 
rage against him, wishing to 
drive him from his throve. 
Another striking characteris- 


tic of the fulure misery of the | 


wicked. is, a perpetual reflec- 





by the impenitent, in'the world 
to come, is the exclusive punish- 
ment appointed of God, while 
corporal. pain willbe no part of 
the evil. They conceive that 
mental sufferings must -be suffi- 
cient, and that those which 


tion that all this evil has been | inust pertain to the body, are 


brought upon them by their 


own obstinacy and folly. They | 
have enjoyed a space for re-| 
pentance, have been invited Lo | 
accept of mercy, and warned of | 
ment, and it is apparent that 
refused to hcearken. The bles- | 


the danger of neglect. But they 


seduess of the redeemed is ever 


in their view, all this they have | 
lost,—lost hy their disobedience | 
and neglect. They have none | 


to accuse, their imiquilies ave 
upon their own head. 

Despair gives an edge to 
every suffering of the ungodly. 
Hope is gone. Nota gleam of 
light, of a gladdening prospect, 
relieves the soul. Eternity is 
before them, aad an eternity of 
misery. They have no prospect 
of any abatement of divine 
wrath, or of their own eninity, 
or of the acquiescence and 





unsuitable to the condition of 


immortalily. 

These sentiments, evidently, 
proceed from a desire to dimin- 
ish the terrors of future punish- 


they have that effect. Every 
speculation upon this subject, 
which tends to @xplain away the 
simple and manifest import of 
the divine declarations, proceeds 
from ihe same cause, and is cal- 
culated to produce the same ef- 
fect. All the ingenious reason- 
ing upon the severity of mental 
distress, in reference tothe fu- 
ture misery of the wicked, tends 
but to quiet the fears, and sooth 
the alarm, which the threatened 
vengeance of God is intended to 
excite. Let the most impressive 
preacher address an audience 
who are acquainted with the 


praises of all holy beings in, truths of the gospel, on the ter- 
their condemnation.— All these | rors of future punishment, with 
sources of mental suffering will | an express intention to increase 
be extreme. We cannot con-| the apprehension of the evil, 
ceive of any thing capable ef and deter the wicked from the 
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filling the mind with more se- 
vere sufferings, than those seu- 


tioned, which must necessarily 
be the final portion of all the 
impenitent. 

But it is necessary for us to 
observe, that these mental suf- 
ferings, great as they. may be, 
will not coustilute the whole of 
the future misery of the wicked. 
Some suppose that the mental 
suffering which will be endured 





danger, keeping every idea of 
‘sensible suffering out of view ; 
salions which have been men- | 


though the feelings might be ex- 


| cited in a degree, by the powers 
of language, the conscience 


would evidently be relieved, and 
the existing terrors of divine 
wrath would be materially allay- 
ed. This is no less evident from 
observation and fact, than from 
the nature of the human mind. 
Allthe various systems and 
sentiments .on the subject. of 
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universal sal vation, proceed from 
one cause, a desire to dimin- 
ish the dangers of sin. The 
sinner is alarmed at the evils 
which he fears will be the 
consequences of sin; and he is 
alarmed at nothing else. The 
dishonor which sin brings upon 
God, the evils which it tends to 
produce in the universe, and the 
evil which, by its natural ope- 
ration, it must bring upon him- 
self, are subjects of no concern. 
The execution of the divine 
vengeance,the punishment which 
justice will inflict upon the guil- 
ty, are the only objects which 
awaken his fears. ‘The senti- 
ment which limits the duration 
of future punishment, takes a- 
way all alarm from the wicked. 
The advocates of this doctrine 
will say that none can be saved 
without repentance and obedi- 
ence, that a terrible punishment 
will be inflicted upon the wick- 
ed, especially upon those who are 
grossly wicked; that their pun- 
ishment may continue for ages, 
or perhaps millions of ages, ac- 
cording to the righteous judg- 
ment of God. Yet it will ter- 
minate, and the subjects will be 
brought to endless blessedness. 


This prospect removes all the | creation. 
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the indulgence of his corrup- 
tions, he fixes his affections on 
the objects of the world with re- 
newed vigor, he feels less and 
less concern iu the paths of wick- 
edness. 

That corporal sufferings will 
constitute an essential part of the 
future punishment of the wick- 
ed, is evident from the fact of 
the resurrection of the body. 
The doctrine of the general res- 
urrection of the dead is very 
clearly taught in the holy scrip- 
tures. The object of a future 
state of existence seems to be a 
state of retribution. In that 
state of being, the children of 
men are to be placed ina condi- 
tion of happiness or misery, ac- 
cording tothe character which 
they shall have formed in the 
present life. If the body is to 
be raised from the grave, and to 
be reunited with the soul, pre- 
paratory to this state of retribu- 
tion, the conclusion is obvious 
that a part, at least, of that ret- 
ribution must consist in what 
will be enjoyed or suffered in a 
corporal manner. The resurrec- 
tion of the human body must be 
a great work of divine power, 


| not less than the work of its 


At death, “the dust 


coucern, and it is always found | returfs to the earth as it was.” 
that those who espouse this sen- | The body moulders in the grave, 


timent, are perfectly at ease in 
sin, their conscience is never dis- 
turbed by the terrors of the sec- 
ond death. 

Every scheme which has yet 
been devised to remove the ap- 
prehensions of the miseries of 
heil, as they are most naturally 
received from the word of God, 
quiets the fears and allays the 
concerns of the sinner. He 


| 





and is lost inthe common mass 
of its kindred earth. This body 
is to be revived, this dust isto 
be new-created, and formed into 
a perfect human body. So 
great a work of divine power 
would not be performed without 
an important object. It is per- 
formed preparatory to a state of 
retribution. Then for that ret- 
ribution, the existence of this 


takes new encouragement for | body.must be necessary. If the 
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future snffexings of the wicked 
wert to be wholly of a mental 
nalure, they might be perfectly 
endured by the soul in a separate 
state. All the sufferings which 
the mind can endure, can be en- 
dured in a state of being sepa- 
rate fram the body ; for it is not 
affected by death, all its intel- 
Jectual and moral powers retain 
their fall. activity and vigor, 
and perhaps, being unmeumber- 
ed with its material burden, are 
greatly purified and strengthen- 
ed. But the wisdom of God 
has seen it to be necessary te ap- 
pot a re-union of the body 
with the soul, preparatory to 
that enjoyment or misery which 
his retributive justice will ap- 
point for the deeds of the pres- 
ent life —If it be thought that 
the human body is of a perisha- 
ble nature, incompetent to the 
endurance of eternal sufferings, 
or the enjoyment of endless bles- 
sings, the difficulty is obviated 
by the testimony of divine truth. 
The human body, in the future 
state. will be incorruptible. Af. 
ter ilfustrating the doctrine of 
the resurrection, the apostle ob- 
serves, “But some will say, how 
are the dead raised up ? and with 
what body do they come ? Thou 
fool: that which thou sowest is 
not quickened exeept it die. So 
also, is the resurrection of the 
dead, it is sown in corruption, it 
is raised in incorruption: it is 
sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory : it issown in weakness, it 
js raised in power: it is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spir- 
itual hody.—For this corrupti- 
ble must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on im- 
God can easily 
form a material body for an im- 
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mortal existence, and make it 
capable of enduring all the suf- 
ferings which bis vindictive jus- 
tice may appoint, though it may 
be such as would annihilate the 
present body ina moment. He 
cab give it a capacity of enjoy- 
ment, of bearing such commu- 
nications of his glory for ever, 
as Moses and Elijah, while on 
earth, could never endure, 

Tt is necessary that the hap- 
piness and misery of man in the 
future world should be much of 
a corporal nature, as he is of a 
mixed character, composed of 
body and spirit. Separate souk 
and body, and the man does not 
exist. Neither of these, sepa- 
rate from the other, makes the 
man, nor do both, unless iu un- 
ion. This is the sentiment in- 
caleated by Christ, in his rea- 
soning with the Sadducees. He 
supposes God could vot declare 
himself the God of Abraham, 
Fsaac, and Jacob, as such; he 
could not be the God of those 
particular persons, after they 
were dead only upon the sup- 
position of the resurrection of 
the body. Without a re-union 
of soul and body, Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob could not ex- 
ist. Fora state of retribution, 
the resurrection of the body is 
necessary, even for those events 
in the human character which 
are of the most purely moral 
nature. The connection be- 
tween the body and the soul is 
so ivtimate, that they have 2 
uniform influence upon each 
other, that we cannot pronounce 
of any individual moral action 
that it is the action of either 
the soul or the body, without 
the influence of the other. This 


|being the case, body. and soul 
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state of retributien. God, in 
the future world, “ will render | 
to every man according to his | 
deeds.” His deeds are the 
deeds of the man in his com- 
pound character, of soul and 
body and union. It is then 
evident, that such'a punishment, 
as Will justly be inflicted upon 
this person for his iniquities, 
must be such as is suited to his 
character, consisting both in 
mental and corporal suffering. 
As the body is a very important ; 
part of the person, bodily suffer- : 
ings must constitute an essential ' 
part of the future sufferings of 
the impenitent. 

That the wicked will endure 
great bodily sufferings in the 
world to come, may be safely 
concluded from the influence of 
such a prospect on the conduct 
of human life. One object, un- 
questionably, and a very import- 
ant object, of the punishment of 
sinners in the world to come, is, 
by having this prospect clearly 
before them, to deter them from 
the ways of wickedness, and in- 
duce them to turn to Christ the 
Saviour, by repentance and obe- 
dience. For this purpose, the 
terrors of the judgment and eter- 
nal death are most clearly and 
most frequently inculcated, fn all 
parts of the sacred scriptures. 
it is well known that a prospéct 
of the joys of heaven has very 
little influence to disstade the 
wicked from the ‘service of sin. 
It is the prospect and the fear of 
hell which usually excites the so- 
licitude of the sinner, and enga- 
ges his attention to the concerns 
of the great salvation. It is 
equally true that Uhose ‘suiffer- 
isugs of the wicked, which are of 
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must be united in order to a | 
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a corporal nature, are the princi- 
pal object of the apprehension of 
the transgressor. It is not the 
prospect of the condemuations 
of conscience, or the reproaches 
of fellow-sufferers, or the remem- 
bratice of abused privileges, or 
the view of the happiness of the 
redeemed, or the glory of God in 
their condemnation, that awak- 
en their solicitude ; but it is the 
torment of unceasing pain, the 
anguish of devouring fire. These 


| awaken an alarm; they produce, 


in a greater or less degree, a con- 
stant dread ef sin; they excite hk 
solicitude to fly from the wrath 
to come. The Prophets, the 
Apostles, and Christ their Lord, 
ever hold wp the terrors of the 
divine law to the view of men, 
those terrors particularly which 
consist in the prospect of the 
corporal sufferings of the wicked 
in the future world, to reclaim 
them from the ways of sin, and 
induce them t escape irom eteér- 
nal death. Some persous, pos- 
sessing mitids of a peculiar na- 
ture, may be very deeply im- 
pressed with the prospect of se- 
vere mental sufferings in the 
eternal stafe. But with the great 
portion of the wicked, such a 
prospect has very little effect. 
The truth, that corporal suffer- 
figs will rhake a material part 
of the futiire punishment of the 
uligodly, is most clearly tauglit 
in the word of God. To at- 
tempt to ‘explain away the plain 
dectarations upon that subject, 
on the supposition that they arc 
made meérely in accommodation 
to our conceptions, ér on any 
other inigénious theory, is tak- 
ing a liberty with the scripturés 
which goes far towards setting 
aside their divine authority. — 
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If we do not receive the testi- } 
mony of God, in its most natur- 
al and simple import, we have 
no standard, wé have no rule 
on which we can rely. God 
declares by Moses, “ A fire is 
kindled in mine auger, and shall 
burn unto the lowest hell, and 
shall consume the earth with 
her increase.” He says of the 
wicked, by Isaiah, “ For their 
worm shall not die, neither shall 
their fire be quenched.” By 
Daniel, he says, “ And many 
of them that sleep in the dust 
of the earth shallawake, some 
to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.” By Malachi, “ For 
behold, the day cometh that , 
shall burn as an oven; and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble : and 
the day that cometh shall burn 
them up,saith the Lord of hosts.” 
The prophet Isaiah exclaims, 
* Who among us shall dwell 
with the devouring *fire ? who 
among us shall dwell with ever- 
Jasting burvings ?”—Our Lord 
directs, “ Fear not them which 
kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear 
him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell.”— 
It is said by the Apostle Paul. 
“ The Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” - The Apostle Jude 
assures us, that “Sodom and 
Gomorrha, and the cities about 
them, are set for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of etern- 
al fire.” The destruction of 
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Sodom and Gomorrha seems to 
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have been designed, in the wis- 
dom of God, for an impressive 
emblem of the final destruction 
of the impenitent. John, in 
the Apocalypse, saw a reprecent- 
ation of the future suffering of 
the wicked, and says, “ The 
smoke of their torment ascend- 
eth up forever and ever.”—We 
have nothing on sacred record 
that gives us so clear an account 
of the future werld, as our Sav- 
iour’s parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus. “ The rich man 
died and was buried; and in 
hell he lifted up his eyes being 
in torment,—and_ he cried, and 
said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me; and send Laza- 
rus, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water, and coo) my 
tongue ; for I am tormented in 
this flame.”—1In the description 
which Christ has given of the 
judgment he says, “ Then shall 
he say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire.” 

All these representations of 
the future punishment of the 
wicked, show most clearly that 
an essential part of that punish- 
ment will consist in bodily suf- 
ferings. There is nothing in- 
deed to exclude the idea, that 
the impenitent will be afflict- 
ed with the severest mental dis- 
tress. All those sufferings of 
the mind, which have been often 
considered as forming the prin- 
cipal part, if not the whole, of 
the misery of hell, will most 
certainly exist, and will not be 
abated by the extremest bodily 
sufferings, which are equally 
sure. 

From what has been said on 
this subject, it appears that the 
punishment of every impenitent 
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siuner, in a future state of being, 
is most certain. The justice of 
God requires it, the necessity of 
divine government requires it, 
the work and character of Christ 
require it, and God has declared 
repeatedly, and in the most ex- 
press teris, that this shall be 
done. The great hope of the 
wicked for an escape from fu- 
ture misery, is in the salvation 
of Christ. But he urges, asa 


constant inducement to them to | 


accept of his mercy, that the im- 
penitent cannot escape the dam- 
nation of hell. If he be not 
true, there can be no confidence 
in any of his testimony. The 
future punishment of the wicked 
will be eternal. This rests up- 
on the same evidence, and is 
equally sure with the punish- 
meut itself. 

The enquiry, whether there 
be now a hell, prepared for the 
wicked, or how a place can be 
prepared, suited to such a mode 
of punishment as has been de- 
scribed, is an unnecessary specu- 
lation, productive of no profit. 
It is proper for us, however, to 
call to mind the words of the 
Apostle Peter, who observes that 
“The heavens and the earth 
which are now, by the same 
word are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judg- 
ment and perdition of ungodly 
men. The day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night : 
in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also, 
and the works that are therein 
shall be burnt up.” The heav- 
ens, (meaning this material sys- 
tem) rushing together wilh a 
great noise, and being set on fire, 
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may as easily be made incon- 
sumabie, and become an eternal 
fire, as 2 mortal body may be 
made incorruptible and eternal ; 
and thus become the eternal 
habitation of the ungodly. 

If the representation of this 
important doctrine, which has 
now been made, be scriptural, 
all those who are concerned in 
inculcating divine truth ought 
to be cautious, lest by passing by 
the express declarations of di- 
vive truth, or by substituting the 
fancies of conjecture, they re- 
move or conceal those terrors 
of divine indignation which are 
designed to awaken the stupid, 
to alarm the sinner, and to bring 
the guilty to Christ.—If by a 
peculiar delicacy of feeling these 
things are left out of view, and 
other threatenings are substitut- 
ed, more congevial to the feel- 
ings of the wicked, it becomes 
them to consider whether they 
do not impeach the wisdom of 


God, in the declarations of his . 


truth, and whether they do not, 
neglect to declare that death 
to the sinner which God has 
denounced against him. 

Every impenitentsinnershould 
reflect, should often reflect, espe- 
cially wheu enduring severe bo- 
dily pain, “ Who can dwell with 
devouring fire, who can endure 
everlasting burnings °” 
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TO THE EDITORS OF THE CONNKECT- 
ICUT EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE, 


By appointment of the Con- 
necticut Society for the Pro. 
motion of Good Morals, the fol- 
lowing is submitted for publica- 
tion in your useful miscellany, _ 








24%. ee ow Gee eee a Se Gee 3k © oo ee tes el one 


os 





f 
: 





ergs TRS gee 
. Ses 


e202 


Ber cer 
— S22 

















Soins 





as 


302 Minutes of the 


F those feelings and opinions, 

purposes and deeds, which 
prevent permanent good, and 
produce permanent evil, are just- 
ty Called vicious, or immoral, 
then, every judicious effort to 
suppress immorality must de- 
serve encouragement. Statutes 
and penalties against immorality 
have, from the’ beginning, been 
found indispensable to the secu- 
rity of man’s social well-being. 
Laws are the fruit of a univer- 
sal combination among people of 
the same commonwealth. Hu- 
inan depravity is always found 
enlisted in the warfare to render 
void such statutes as are peinted 
against. its beloved licentious- 
ness. Laws for the suppression 
of vice are, consequently, among 
the first that sink into “ a dead 
letter.” The whole communi- 
ty are vigilant for regulations 
pertaining to perishing property. 
They are unanimous in taking 
up ‘arms against the dealer by 
false weights and measures; the 
counterfeiter of money; the thief, 
and the robber.— But the profane 
swearer, the drunkard, the gam- 
bler, the Sabbath breaker—is, 
in too many instances, permit- 
ted to pass with slight censure. 
Yn some cases, when the Jaws 
which he violates have become 
silent, he has even the affront- 
ery to demand the fair standing 
of reputation. It is lamentable 
that his demand has been, of 
fate, so rarely repelled. 

In such a state of society, a 
voluntary association has ap- 
peared necessary in every parish 
of the community, for the pur- 
pose of awakening those whole- 
gome Jaws which the profligate 
have caused to slumber ; and of 
encouraging the magistrate and 
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public officer to fidelity in every 
thing that pertains to their of. 
fice, and to their oath. 

Nor has this necessity pre- 
sented itself unattended with a 
reasonable prospect of success, 
The considerate and sober aré 
always on the side of such’ ef- 
forts. Omiipotenice is on theif 
side. But the power of the Most 
High is employed in aid of those, 
who, according to his will, usé 
the means which he gives them. 

An experiment of twelvé 
years, in the island of ‘our fath- 
ers, has proved the happy effica- 
cy of voluntary associations for 
the suppression of vice. That 
experiment, in the beginning, 
was comparatively feeble. It 
was, also, resisted with much vi- 
olence and malignity. Its friends 
persevered however. The cause 
acquired strength. The magis- 
trate was aided in his duty. 
Many of the incorrigible in prof- 
ligacy were brought to merited 
punishment and shame. WNoto- 
rious licentiousness has, of course, 
been gradually falling into infa- 
my. Criminals have been di- 
minishing. On the subject of 
the Lord’s day, even the me- 
tropolis of the British domin- 
ions exhibits anew face. Thé 
ruin of nambers has been mani- 
festly prevented. va 

Similar effects have been pro- 
duced by similar associations in 
the American States. As far as 
combinations have been formed, 
and their labors directed by a 
discreet firmness and resolution, 
the results’ have been happy. 
They continue to be happy. Itis, 
indeed, obvious, that the meré 
establishment itself of such as- 
gociations must act powerfully 


as a check upon open immorsali- 
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ty. For, how can the public 
knowledge of a combination to 
prosecute for specified offences, 
fail to diminish those offences ? 

The Connecticut Society for 
the promotion of good morals 
is co-operating with others, of 
the same nature, ip our land. 
Its constitution is, perhaps, the 
simplest possible. It seems not, 
however, the less likely, on this 
account, tobe efficacious. Ac- 
cording to its provisions, reliance 
is placed on those Branch Soei- 
eties which it invites the well 
disposed in every parish to form. 
To the persevering activity of 
these the friends of social order 
and virtue are to look for the 
salutary effects of the institution. 
To such of these as have al- 
ready had time and a disposi- 
tion to act, they have not look- 
ed in vain. 

The General Society, how- 
ever, cannot he inattentive to 
the concerns of every part.— 
Composed of members associat- 
ed in the several Branches, they 
possess favorable meansofinform- 
ation pertaining to morality inthe 
various districts of the commu- 
nity. Their doings at their last 
meeting, and an abstract of re- 
ports from the Branches are 
here laid before the public. 

On the 18th of May, 1314, in 
the evening, the Society conven- 
ed in Hartford, pursuant to the 
Sth article of the constitution. 
The shortness of the evenings 
rendered it inconvenient to com- 
mence the special business of the 
Society in consistency with the 
public religious service, which 
had been previously assigned to 
that time. ‘The meeting was 
accordingly adjourned to the 
gext evening. Divine service 


was attended—sermon by the 
Rev. Calvin Chapin. 

May 19th. The Society met. 
according to adjournment. 

The following officers were 
chosen for the year ensuing: , 
Hon. Joun TREADWELL, 

President. 
Hon. ZEPHANIAH SwiFT, ) Vice- 
Taprpinc REEVE, Presi4 
SrmMron BALDWIN, _) dents. 
JuReEmMIAH Day, Esq. 
Corresponding See’ry. 
Tuomas Day, Esq. 
Recording Sec’ry. 
Gen. Jenip1an HUNTINGTON, 


Hon. KRocrr M. SHERMAN, Q 
Sy_vanus Backus, Esq. | = 
Rev. CALViN CHAPIN. = 
SYLVESTER GILBERT, Esq! = 
Rev.LyMANn BEECHER, ys 


Gen. GaRRIT SMITH, 


The Hon. Roger M. Sherman, 
and Seth P. Staples, and Sylvanus 
Backus, Esquires, were appoint- 
ed a committee to present the 
thanks of the Society to the 
Rev. Mr. Chapin for his sermon 
delivered before the Socicty, on 
the 18th inst. and request a 
copy thereof, that it may be 
printed. 3 

Voted, That the said commit-. 
tee also make inquiry respecting 
the publication of Mr. Beecher’s 
sermon, delivered before the So- 
ciety, at their last semi-annual 
meeting, and make their report 
to the next adjourned meeting. 

Reports from various Branch 
Societies, in different parts of 
the State, were communicated. 

Voted, That the Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, and John Taylor, and 
Enoch Perkins, Esquires, be a 
committee to make an abstract 
of said reports, and publish the 
same in the Connecticut Evan- 
gelical Magazine. 
t Voted, That the Rev. Heman 
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Humphrey deliver the sermon 
at the next semi-annual! meeting, 
and that the Rev. Samuel P. 
Williams be his second. 

’ Adjourned till 8 o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

May 20th. Met pursuant to 
adjournment. 

The committee of inquiry re- 
lative to the publication of the 
sermon above mentioned, made 
a report, which was accepted. 

Voted, ‘That the Hon. Roger 
M. Sherman, the Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, and Enoch Perkins, 
Esq. be a committee to prepare 
an address to the Branch Socie- 
ties, on the objects of this insti- 
tution, and report make to the 
pext semi-annual meeting. 

Voted, That the Recording 
Secretary publish, in the month 
of April, annually, a notification 
to the several Branch Societies, 
requesting, that they lodge a 
report of their proceedings with 
the Recording Secretary, on, or 
before, the: day next preceding 
the annual meeting in May. 

The meeting was concluded 
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Chapin. 

Adjourned, sine die. 


The abstract of reports, referred 
toin the preceding Minutes, is 
here presented to the public. 


The Branch Society in the 
first parish of Woodstock, ‘re- 
ported, That, immediately af- 
ter their organization, they ap- 
pointed a committee to request 
retailers of ardent spirits to re- 
fuse selling them to such people, 
as, in their opinion, would use 
them to excess; and, likewise, 
to ascertain the quantity of ar- 
dent spirits consumed within the 
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parish, during the year which 
began, the first of April, 1813. 
To the former article the com- 
mittee allended, and the con- 
sequences were, in some degree, 
such as good people would wish 
to behold. On the latter arti- 
cle of request, the committee had 
made no report at the close of 
the year specified. ‘The vices 
of profanity, Sabbath-breaking, 
and intemperance had been pre- 
valent. Considerate people re- 
joiced in the formation of the 
Society. Numbers, of an oppo- 
site character, manifested hostil- 
ity, and labored to render the 
Society odious. Nevertheless 
the friends of morality prevail- 
ed. The effects of the institu- 
tion were happy. Though eve- 
ry thing pernicious had not been 
removed, yet the objects of the 
institution were, in some mea- 
sure, attained, and progress was 
making towards their complete 
accomplishment in that parish. 
The Branch Society in Nor- 
walk, Middlesex, reported reso- 
Jutions of the following import : 
That they would themselves be 
examples of morality ; that they 
would admonish retailers of ar- 
dent spirits not to violate the 
laws of the State upon this sub- 
ject; that if, after such admoni- 
tion, the laws were violated, the 
members would complain, unless 
satisfied that such retailers were 
determined to obey the laws in 
future ; that no member would 
employ a person addicted to im- 
morality, unless such person re- 
frain from it while in his service, 
or be indebted to said member ; 
that the members shall deem it 
their duty to admonish all per- 
sons within the parish, whom 





they shall know to be guilty of 
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vicious conduct, and, in case 
admonitions. prove useless, to 
make complaint to the proper 
authority, provided, the families 
of such vicious inhabitants were 
not likely to be‘distressed by the 
consequences of executing the 
laws; and, finally, that they 
would not vote for any person, 
guilty of known immorality, for 
any important public office, 
whatever might be his political 
opinions. An address was de- 
livered, pointing out the preva- 
lent vices with their pernicious 
effects, and making known the 
determination of the Society, by 
the blessing of God, to suppress 
them. That Branch had been 
quite recently organized, when 
this report was prepared. Ef- 
fects extensively salutary are 
rather anticipated, therefore, 
than realized. 

The Branch Society in Wel. 
cot reported, That they had re- 
solved to hold, in due contempt, 
all persons who spend their time 
in idleness, gambling, profane 


swearing, and excessive drink- | 


ing; to notice carefully viola- 
tors of the Sabbath and ueglect- 
ers of public worship; and to 
feel themselves pledged individ- 
ually to bear testimony by ex- 
ample, exhortation, admonition, 
and reproof, against all immoral 
conduct within their personal 
knowledge. 

The Branch Society in East- 
Haven resolved, That the sup- 
pression of vice generally was 
their object--and especially Sab- 
bath breaking, intemperance, 
profane swearing, slander, and 
gambling; that every member 
would feel himself obligated to 
use the influence of his personal 
cxample, and—if a parent, mas- 

Vout. VIL. No. 8. 
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ter, or guardian—of his author- 
ity, for the accomplishment of 
this object; that the Society 
would support iis members in 
their efforts to suppress such im- 
moralities ; that, in appointment 
to office—-whether of _ state, 
town, or parish—it should be 
the duty of every member to 
withhold his suffrage from men 
habitually guilty of vicious prac- 
tices ; that every member would 
aid the civil magistrate in exe- 
cuting the laws against vice, and 
assist all informing officers in 
the discharge of their duty ; 
and that the Clerk of the So- 
ciety present, the grand-jury- 
men, constables, and tithing- 
men of the town, each witha 
copy of their vote, tendering 
their assistance, and pledging 
their support to the said offi- 
cers, in the execution of the 
laws against immorality in gen- 
eral, and, especially, against li- 
ceutious taverns, places of illi- 
cit resort, and the prevalent 
vices abovementioned. 

The Branch Society in North 
Woodstock reported, That a 
reformation iu morals had been 
progressing there, the last two 
years; that taverns and tip- 
pling shops are now little fre- 
quented ; that gross breaches 
of the Sabbath are rarely, if at 
all, seen in the parish ; and that 
profanity, when heard, which is 
by no means often, is generally 
discountenanced. All intelli- 
gent friends of human well be- 
ing will rejoice, when truth 
shall authorize many such re- 

rts. 

The Branch Society in Green- 
field provided, soon after their 
organization, that nearly, or 
quite, eiieds Y6tied in _ the 
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parish become furnished with ) 
a copy of an “ Address of the 
Western Association in Fair- 
field County, to the churches 
and congregations under their 
care, on the pernicious effects of 
ardent spirits.” Much good was 
soon observed to be the pleasing 
result. Many respectable fami- 
lies, who, according to fashion in 
our country, had long made spiri- 
tuous liquors a part of the enter- 
tainment at social visits, discon- 
tinued their use. Individuals, 
whom that fashion had led to 
intemperance, had seen the er- 
ror of their way and turned 
from it. Others, who had be- 
lieved that ardent spirils were 
necessary to sustain them while 
at hard labor, were convinced, 
that such an opinion was allo- 
gether groundless. So salutary 
were the effects of exertious 
already made, that, although 
intemperance was still, in some 
degree, prevalent, the Society 
indulged strong hopcs of seeing 
their persevering efiort follow- 
ed by a general reformation. 
That Branch, also, impressed 
with the importance of suppres- 
sing the open profanation of 
the Lord’s dey, declared their 
readiness lo co-operate with the 
other Branches through the 
State, in putting a stop to this 
alarming evil, and to assist in 
promoting every measure con- 
ducive to the good of man. 

The Branch Society in the 
first parish of Lisbon reported, 
That the members pledged 
themselves to encourage and 
assist all informing officers and 
magistrates in their official du- 
lies ; lo dicountenance, by ex- 
ample and all other prudent 
measures, immorality in gene- 
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ral, and, especially, idleness, 
Sabbath breaking, profanity, 
and the needless use of stroug 
drink. They chose a Treasur- 
er, to receive donations, either 
in money, or books on morality. 
They, likewise, appointed a 
committee of distribution. As 
to effects already perceived, it 
was evident, that a reformation 
had commenced. Vice was less 
open and daring, and there was 
an increasing attenlion to mor- 
al duties. 

The Branch Society in Salis- 
bury reported resolutious to the 
following effect: That they 
would practice and encourage 
industry in the lawful occupa- 
tions of themselves and other ; 
that persons habitually idle 
should not receive their support 
or assistance in any waycalculat- 
ed to encourage perseverance in 
that vice ; that they would as- 
sist the civil authority in all 
proper measures for enforcing 
the laws of the Sabbath ; that 
the members would carefully 
abstain from the practice of 
profane swearing, would neglect 
the company and conversation 
of the habitually profane, ad- 
vise their friends who are guilty 
of this vice to reform them- 
selves thoroughly, checking all 
persous that swear profanely in 
their presence, vote for no per- 
son to a place of honor or profit 
whom they know to have ac- 
quired a habit of profanity, and 
inform aginst those who, after 
suitable admonition, persist in 
the use of profane language; that 
the members would cautiously 
regulate their own practice, on 
the subject of ardent spirits—it 
being fully understood, that no 
valuable rule of politeness shall 
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be considered as violated, if 
ardent spirits are not offered at 
social visits ; that, if the exam- 
ple and friendly rebukes of the 
members prove unavailing with 
those far sunk in the wretched- 
ness of this vice, the associated 
withhold froin them all needless 
intimacy ; that measures be ta- 
ken for executing the law a- 
gainst persons, whose habits of 
jutemperance shall have be- 
come inveterate ; and that they 
refuse, in all cases, to vote for 
persons known to be vicious. 
The Branch Society in New 
Hartford reported, That they 
had resolved to attempt the pre- 
vention of profanity, Sabbath 
breaking, idleness, and intempe- 
rance ; and to encourage and aid 
the civil magistrates and inform- 
ing officers in their respective 
duties. The disregard of the 
Lord’s day had greatly prevail- 
ed, and was rapidly increasing. 
So small was the probability of 
success in efforts to restrain the 
licentious, and especially travel- 
lers on that day, that the grand- 
jurors had refused to be quali- 
fied. The attempt, however, 
was resolved on. ‘The commit- 
tee, by letters addressed to men 
of character in neighboring 
towns, invited their co-opera- 
tion. They persuaded the in- 
forming officers to take their 
official oaths, and promised 
them whatever assistance occa- 
sions might require. They pla- 
ced notifications in the public 
houses of New Hartford and 
its vicinity, warning travellers 
against exposing themselves to 
prosecution and punishment.— 
The members indulged a hope 
that, from these and similar 
measures, great good to individ- 
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uals and the community would 
ultimately result. 

The Branch Society in Bris- 
tol reported resolutions, That 
by their conversation and ex- 
ample, they would discounte- 
nance the daily and common 
use of ardent spirits in private 
| families, at social visits, and 
| among people of every descrip- 
_ tion, whom their influence could 
Pouant that if any were to be 
'so unhappy as to see a per- 
son evidently intoxicated, they 
would admonish him when ¢9- 
ber—and on a repetition of the 
offence, either lay it before the 
Society for advice, or present it 
directly to an informing officer, 
and be ready, when duly called 
on, to testify before any Jawful 
tribunal ; that they would use 
their influence to prevent such 
buying and selling of ardent spi- 
rits as the statutes prohibit, and 
hold themselves bound to make 
the proper authority acquainted 
with breaches of the law upon 
this subject, that shall come 
to their knowledge ; that, with 
their families and domestics, 
they would—unless prevented 
by some justifying causc—at- 
tend public worship on the Sab- 
bath, and on other days set 
apart for this purpose by com- 
| pesos authority, and use their 














influence with others to do the 


same ; that neither they, nor 
theirs, would labor, travel, or 
recreate unnecessarily on the 
Lord’s day, and would be ever 
ready to aid the civil authority 
in preventing children and oth- 
ers from wandering idly or mis- 
chievously in the fields, or along 
the public roads, or from house 
to house, on the Sabbath; that 
| ifany grand-juror, constable, or 
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tithing-man, neglect the duties 
of his office, when pointed out 
to him, they would take meas- 
ures for his due presentment ; 
that, as travelling on the Sxb- 
bath, for cither worldly business 
or vain recreation, is a public 
affront offered to God and to the 
State, they were detcrmined, 
both in word and deed, to be 
faithful in the performance of 
such duties as the peaceful or- 
der of society and the welfare 
of mankind required at their 
hands; that they would hear 
a uniform and decided testimo- 
ny against the impious and 
destructive practice of profane 
swearing, and, when other means 
of reformation fail, they would 
make some informing officer ac- 
quainted with such offences ;— 
and that, in theirintercourse with 
each other, wilh their neighbors 
and the world, they would be 
careful not to sow discord, or to 
invent, take up, or propagate, 
falsehood, concerning their fel- 
low men. | 

The Branch Society in the 
first parish of Sharon report- 
ed resolutions, in substance as 
follows : That the Sabbath 
ought to be regularly observed 
as indispensable to the support 
of morality ; that they would re- 
frain from unnecessary journey- 
ing, labor, and recreation, on that 
day; that they would carefully 
guard themselves against every 
thing implied in profane swear- 
ing, and be vigilant in restrain- 
ing those under their direction 
from this heaven-daring vice ; 
that to offer ardent spirits— 
excepting in cases of sickness— 
could not be considered either as 
a deed of charity, or as the smal- 
Jest evidence of politencss and 
hospitality ; that they would 
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diminish, and, as far as practi- 
cable, discontinue the use of dis- 
tilled liquors ameng the labor. 
ers they employed.....substitu- 
ting other kinds of drink and 
means ef sustenance ; that, by 
mutual advice and friendly re- 
proof, they would assist each 
other, and their neighbors gene- 
rally, in the promotion of good 
morals ; and that, toa correct 

xample in their own conduct, 
they would add a constant read- 
iness to support the civil au- 
thority in executing the laws of 
the State against every species 
of immorality.—Such measures 
had already produced a favora- 
ble aspect in the social state. 
Magistrates had become more 
evidently “a terror to evil do- 
ers.” Considerate observers had 
begun to indulge animating 
hopes, that many, and of long 
continuance, would be the hap- 
py effects of their exertions to 
do good. 

The Branch Society in 
Green’s Farms, Fairfield, re- 
ported, That the measures they 
had adopted and carried into op- 
eration, had been productive of 
salutary consequences ; and that 
they held themsclves ready to 
unite their labors with those of 
others combined in every part 
of the State for the suppression 
of vice, and, of course, for the 
promotion of good morals. 

The Branch Society im the 
first parish of Coventry report- 
ed, as their deliberate and de- 
cided sentiments, hat using 
the Sabbath as a season of rest 
from wordly employments, of 
abstinence from worldly recrea- 
tions, and of self-devotedness to 
spiritual exercise ; also, that the 
regular attendance on public 
worship, the religious education 
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of children, a sacred regard to 
moval character in the election 
of rulers, and opposition to vice 
of every sort, are things essen- 
lial te good morals and desirable 
enjoyment in a Comnmnity.— 
They reported, likewise, their 
resolutions to carry into prac- 
lice the foregoing sentiments in 
their own personal conduct, and 
in their families respectively ; 
and that, while they would bear 
their testimony against immoral- 
ity in general, they would par- 
ticularly discountenance and op- 
pose those fashionable habits of 
devouring strong drink, by which 
intemperance and ruin are 
hrought upon so many thou- 
sands in our country. 

The Branch Society in North 
ilaven reported arrangements 
ior securing a better observance 
of the Lord’s day ; hoped to 
strengthen each othcrs’ hands in 
duty both social and moral, and 
to do good by their exertions for 
the suppression ef vice. 

‘The Branch Society in Gran- 
by reported nothing further, 
ihan that they had appointed a 
committee to form resolutions 
for their consideration at a fu- 
ture meeting, 

The Branch Society in the 
third parish of Wethersfield re- 
ported, That measures had been 
taken to support the civil au- 
thority in pulling a stop to for- 
hidden travel and rccreation upon 


the Lord’s day; in preventing | 


the sale of ardent spirits contia- 
ry to law ; in suppressing places 
where gaming and other licen- 
tious practices were tolerated ; 
and in rendering intemperance, 
profanity, and vice of cvery 
sort, more deeply disreputable. 
By these measures the profligate 
had beenconsidersh!y disturbed, 
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The Branch Society in News 
London reported their approba:- 
lion of ihe general object ; their 
determination to exert them- 
selves for its accomplishment ; 
and their intention to confer 
with the civil authority, on the 
importance and best means, of 
executing the laws provided 
for the suppression of vice. 

The Branch Society in Wood- 
bridge, parish of Amity, report- 
ed their organization, and their 
adjourameni to receive commu- 
nications and instructions from 
the General Society. 

The Branch Society in the 
first parish of Farmington re- 
ported, That they had resolved 
io exert themselves, as far as 
pessible for the suppression of 
Sabbath breaking, intemperance, 
profanity, and licentiousness of 
every description ; that, by the 
activity and public spirit of 
one magistrate, travelling an& 
impious recreations on the Lord’s 
day had béen seriously, and al- 
most wholly, checked; that the 
relaxation of wholesome laws, 
relative to a number of gross 
immoralities, had sv long been 
tolerated, that many were near- 
ly ready to believe it impracti- 
cable to revive the execution of 
them; thal it had been difficult 
to find suitable persons willing to 
serve as informing officers ; that, 
in several instances, those ap- 
pointed inforiners refused to take 
the qualifying oath ; but that 
the Society, nevertheless, hop- 
ed, io future, to perform their 
part in furthering the excellent 
object of the institution. 

The Branch Society in the 
first parish of East Windsor re- 
ported their organization ; their 
appointment of a commiltce to 
prepare regulations, 2 nd fe point 
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out measures to be pursued for 
securing the object of the asso- 
ciation ; and their hope, by mu- 
tual counsel and support, to ac- 
complish the very useful purpo- 
ses for which their Society had 
been formed. 

The Branch Society in 5So- 
mers reported, that their organ- 
ization was recent; that they 
felt the duty of discouraging idle- 
ness, profanity, gross breaches 
of the Sabbath, intemperance, 
and immorality of every sort; 
that they were cordial in resolv- 
ing to attempt a reformation ; 
and that they were not without 
hope of doing something for the 
promotion of a cause so desira- 
ble. 

The Branch Society in Had- 
Jyme reported, That they had 
commenced a. system of efforts 
to produce a reformation ; that, 
beginning with themselves, such 
of their members as shall be 
guilly of known immorality, and 
will not be reclaimed by the 
kind admonitions of their breth- 
ren in the Society, shall have 
their names erased from the list 
of members, as unworthy of a 
place in the association; and 
that it shall be the duty of eve- 
ry member to use his influence 
for the reformation of the opea- 
ly vicious, and, by complaint, 
to bring before the constituted 
authorities such as shall prove 
incapable of being reclaimed. 

The Branch Society in North 
Coventry reported, That they 
had punctiliously pursued the 
course recommended in the con- 
stitution of the General Society ; 
that the members had pledged 
themselves to pay a sacred re- 
gard to their own conduct and 
to that of their families; that 





they would beware especially of 
idleness, profanity, gross breach- 
es of the Sabbath, and intem- 
perance, by example and reproof, 
testifying always and boldly 
against lranegressors as oppor- 
tunities should offer ; that they 
would hold themselves ready to 
aid the civil authority in the 
discharge of their duty “as 
ministers of God for good” to 
the people; that the said au- 
thority should have no excuse 
for “ bearing the sword in vain ;” 
and that the members would not 
deem it either sordid, inhospita- 
ble, or impolite, to omit giv- 
ing ardent spirits to people in 
health. 

They reported also, as their 
opinion, that the institution had 
produced effects highly and ex- 
tensively beneficial to the com- 
munity there ; that, by ils in- 
fluence, the tide of popular feel- 
ings and sentiment had begun to 
flow in favor of wholesome mor- 
als; that the hands of the ma- 
gistrate were greatly strength- 
ened ; that the notorious vices 
specified in the constitution were 
more and more abandoned; that 
travelling on the Sabbath, of 
which early in the year, there 
had been almost a continual 
stream, was nearly suppressed ; 
that no needless labor was ob- 
served on the Lord’s day ; that 
tipplers had in a great measure 
forsaken those places to which a 
few months before, they had 
been in the deadly habit of 
resorting ; that, though the re- 
formation of confirmed druuk- 
ards was hardly to be expected, 
yet the use of distilled liquors 
was generally discontinued by 
persons in the enjoyment of 
health; and that idlers and 
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drones were, in the public view, 
contemptible. 

They were, likewise, sensible 
that perseverance is indispensa- 
ble to permanent success in this 
patriotic and good work, and 
that they must go forward un- 
derthe impulse of feelings like 
those of brothers united in a 
common cause. The education 
of children in the strictest hab- 
ils; a vigilant attention to the 
moral qualifications of school- 
masters; exciling the people, as 
far as possible, to a universal at- 
lendance on public worship; 
afiording every needed encour- 
agement to informing officers 
and magistrates, that they may 
continue to be vigilant, faith- 
ful, and fearless, in doing what 
they have bound themselves by 
the oath of the living God to do-— 
were articles of duty in contem- 
plation by the Society when 
their report was Communicated. 

Such is the proposed abstract 
of reports from the Branches to 
the General Society at their last 
meeting. Many of them, at the 
time of their reports, had been 
quite recently formed. Noth- 
ing further could, of course, 
have been done, than merely to 
form their systems, and com- 
mence their operations. 

From a number of Branches, 
not named in this abstract, no re- 
ports were received. Those 
that reported, generally, though 
not all, gave the number and the 
names of their members. It 
has been deemed proper and 
useful, that these articles be 
transmitted to the General Soci- 
ety, and be kept on their files ; 
but unnecessary to repeat them 
inthe abstract for publication. 
Though great numbers engaged 





in favor of good morals are very: 


desirable, yet the success of a 
worthy cause, is not always 
found proportional to the iulti- 
tudes who lend it their names. 
The discretion, fidelity,zea), and 
perseverance of a few have been 
frequently seen to accomplish 
the work of many. The num- 
ber associated in the State of 
Connecticut, for the promotion 
of good morals, is not precisely 
ascertained. It probably ex- 
ceeds two thousand. Even in 
this early period of the combi- 
nation, such a number is suffi- 
cient to afford much encourage- 
ment and hope—and, especially, 
when the effects already pro- 
duced are brought into view. It 
is wished and expected that 
Branches will yet be formed in 
those parishes, where they have 
been hitherto neglected. The 
friends of morality in such pla- 
ces are affectionately invited to 
consider the good they may do 
by a cordial co-operation with 


their brethren already combin-. 


ed. Such combinations in every 
part of the State must have it in 
their power to accomplish pur- 
poses extensively advantageous. 
‘To men who are both well dis- 
posed and intelligent, and have 
rising families, no consideration 
need to be suggested, but that 
rapidity with which the tolera- 
tion of an open disrespect to re- 
ligion, righteousness, and decen- 
cy, has increased, during a few 
of the last years. Intemper- 
ance, and the profanation of the 
Lord’s day, may be assumed as 
the principal sources of this 
growing toleration. 

The experience of more than 
a century has proved the excel- 
lence of oyr statutes, Execu- 
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ted with promptilude and ener- 
gy, they have uniformly secured: 
liberty and safety in weil-doing. 
This is all that could be reason- 
bly asked. Itis the end of their 
establishment. But the whole 
of this good is lost, when they 
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péestilent vices. Nor have the 
immoral ceased to avail then- 
selves of this fact. ‘They have 
rendered the ordinary opera- 
tion of the Jaws ineffectual for 
restraint. | The tithing-man, 
the constable, the grand-jury- 


cease to take effect. Liberty, | man, standing almost, in many 


civil and religious, is our boast. 
But liberty, without morals, is a 
sword in the hands of a mad 
man—an instrument of perdition 
to himself and those within his 
reach. 

- On this very copious and very 
plain subject, a single thought 
deserves to be seriously consider- 
ed. The devices of the profli- 
gate, in their struggle for tolera- 
tion, are many and subtle. In 
none, however, do they succeed 
more triumphantly, than in at- 
taching odicusness to the charac- 
ter of an informer. The mis- 
chiefs practised by the robber and 
thief are, indeed, seen and felt at 
once. There is, consequently, 
no attempt to fix reproach upon 
the character of an informer 
against then. But the mischiefs 
diffused through the community 
by the conduct of the Sabbath 
breaker, the drunkard, the pro- 
fane swearer, and the vicious of 
évery character, are less percep- 
tible, in the single instance, and 
at the moment of perpetration. 
Besides, depraved appetite and 
passion are, every where, on the 
side of these practices so de- 
structive in the result, to the 
body and to the soul—to the 
temporal and evcrlasting inter- 
ests of mankind. It has been 
found easy, therefore, to bring 
the cry of meanness and odious- 
ess upon the bead of the indi- 
vidual who conscientiously in- 


instances entirely alone, is over- 
whelmed. In several parishes, 
it has already arrived, as ap- 
pears by the foregoing reports, 
that he will sooner suffer the 
penalty of the law for refusing 
to take the qualifying oath, than 
bind himself by its sacred ob- 
ligations. In others, as is well 
known, the informing officers, 
conscious of their oaths, feel 
themselves constrained to hide 
their faces and shut their eyes 
from seeing evil. In others, 
again, where the sight of profli- 
gacy cannot be shunned, they 
are driven to miserable evasions 
and equivocations to justify their 
neglect. Verily, ye that profess 
friendship to the well-being of 
man, these things ought not so 
tobe. The case of the officer is 
hard—it is deplorable—and the 
prospects of every community so 
conditioned are gloomy. Here, 
then, is seen a ‘reason invincible 
for combinations in support of 
wholesome Jaws, and of those 
who are appointed to enforce 
them for the common good. 
The odiousness of bearing an el- 
ficacious testimony against vice 
will not, where these Societies 
exist, and do their duty, oppres* 
the individual informer. The 
associated will take this burden 
from his shoulders, and their 
collected strength will bear if 
not only without pain to them- 
selves, but with triumph to th: 
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The great body of the people 
in this State are far fyom being 
notoriously vicious. The fact 
is matter of devout congratula- 
tion. It is ample ground of 
hope. The growing toleration 
of the. coniparatively few licen- 
tious is the cause of alarm. The 
well-disposed, the moral, the re- 
putable, are sufficiently nume- 
rous, in every parish, to render 
the profligate citizen disreputa- 
ble—to cover with shame the 
rising individuals that have be- 
gun to feel as if they might be 
vicious with impunity—and to 
uphold our statute book as a 
watchful guardian of our social 
and civil enjoyments. By the 
progress then, of immorality 
within a few years in our land ; 
by. the insufficiency of law in its 
ordimary operations to check 
that progress ; by the success of 





Society for Promoting Christian Knonledge. 313 


the recent and present efforts, 
as far as made, to curb the open- 
ly profligate ; by the ample com- 
petency of the reputable in eve- 
ry village to restrain the immor- 
al among themselves; by that 
unmeasured affection which the 
generation now risen and active 
feelfor the well-being of those 
that shall follow; and by the 
duty which all owe to God and 
their country—let the friends 
of good morals in each parochi- 
al district be induced to unite 
their counsels and persevcre in 
their labor to secure the inval- 
uable object of this institution— 
and the wide-wasting enormities 
of vice will be speedily and ef- 
fectually arrested. 


Enocu PERKINS, 


Joun TAyYLor, Committee. 
CALvIN CHAPIN, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Society for Promoting Christian 
Kicwlodges 


On the 23d March last, a Charge 
was delivered before the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, 
to the Rev. C. A. Jacobi, then about 
to proceed as one of their Missiona- 
ries to India, by the Rev. Dr. Mid- 
dleton, Archdeacon of Huntingdon ; 
from which the following Extracts 
are taken: 

“You will consider that it is not 
merely in preaching what you shall 
have premeditated that your useful- 
ness will consist: you will find it ne- 
cessary to converse with them fa- 
Mailiarly on every subject which may 
present itself; to enter into their 
sentiments, feelings, associations, 
and prejudices, and to be altogeth- 
er such as they are, except only in 


‘heir ignorance, superstitions, and 


Vor. VIL. No, x. 





vices.”——“ You will diligently re- 
view the records of the Mission, 
and the labors of your forerunners, 
considering well to what causes 
their success has been chiefly attri- 
butable, and to what then failure, 
and resolving to profit by their ex- 
ience, while you cmulate their 
<= example. Above ‘all, you 
will make the Sacred Volume your 
meditation by day and by night ; 
both as it will enable you to estab- 
lish Divine Truth in the hearts of 
your hearers, and (which is indis- 
pensable to that great end) to pre- 
serve it pure and vigorous in your 
own.” * Avoid every thing which 
may be construed into a subterfuge, 
or suppression of the truth: incul- 
cate the doctrine of a crucified as 
well as of a glorified Redeemer : 


exhibit the Man of Sorrows in his 
meekness and lowliness: point out 
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the necessity of an‘offering for sin : 
and let your endeavor be less to 
make a multitude of pretended 

selytes, than that they who shall 
profess the faith of Christ shall pro- 
fess it in truth and sincerity.” 

“¢ Finally let me remind you, that 
under the guidance of the blessed 
Spirit you must ultimately rely for 
your success on those Christian gra- 
ces which are the proper fruits af the 
Spirit : they must live in your life, 
and breathe in all your actions. Hu- 
mility, patience, kindness, devotion, 
charity, and peace are the virtues 
of the Christian Apostle: by these 
you will adorn and recommend the 
doctrine of God your Saviour, That 
the Almighty may accord to you 
these assistances, and! whatever else 
may further the work to which He 
hath visibly called you, that he may 
make you the instrument of good to 
thousands, and through those whom 
you shall instruct, bring tens of thou- 
sands from the power of Satan unto 
himself, is our most fervent pray- 

r. 
Mr. Jacoii’s reply follows the ad- 
dress. After a short exordium he 


= to give some account of 
is life, or what some Christians 


would call his experience. 

“ When a boy of seven years, my 
father, one of the most learned and 
ea ministers of the Church of 

ony, telling me something about 
this country, said, “‘ Behold, God 
has certainly yet great designs with 
» and it is a mighty instru- 
ment in his hands to establish his 
kingdom on earth. He then telling 
me of the Missions, I felt so deeply 
touched, that I cried out, ‘ Father, 


I will one day go to England, from 
thence 


to be sent out among the 
Gentiles.” And from that time all 
my thoughts were filled with this 
design. Childish as this might ap- 
ear, my father kept these words 
his heart; and when I after- 
wards had been four years at the 
College, and the hour of his death 
approached, he wrote me that I 
might tell him, before he died, what 
my resolution about my future state 
of life was. I answered, that I was 
deterntined, if it pleased the Lord, to 
fullow what I thought my calling to 





the Mission. I was then sixteen 
years of a My father answering 
to this, exhorted me to look care- 
fully on the ways of God with me; 
not to presume to guide my own 
fate : but as he had no objection to 
my determination, he wished me 


-the biessing of God to it. Alas! this 


was his last letter; the last words 
of which were, ‘ May the Lord fin- 
ish his work!’ He soon after died, 
and thus tock my promise to be a 
Missionary with him before the 
heavenly throne. 

“ When = years of age, I 
left College for the University at 
Leipsic, where I studied two vears 
upon my own fortune Here many 
temptations assaulted me from all 
quarters ; the allurements of sen- 
sual pleasure were easily overcome : 
but a more formidable enemy, the 
modern divinity (if I may so term 
it) had very nigh caused my foot te 
slip in the path of faith. ‘he lec- 
tures of the Professors represented 
the Bible as a mere human book ; 
in a word, infidelity was recom- 
mended and preached from the 
puipit designed for the preaching of 
aith. Lhad a hard contest : but it 
pleased God to establish my heart 
senin. and to open my eyes more 
fully upon the wonders of his word. 
I then burnt all my manuscripts of 
the new method of divinity, and 
visited these lectures ro more :— 
] retired and gave myself entirely 
to private study. Another tempta- 
tion then aruse, to make me an a- 

state to the Lutheran Church ; 

t after having closely examined 
the doctrines of the party that 
wanted to make me a proselyte, I 
thanked God that I had not left my 
Church: and I am very happy to 
understand that the Church of ng 
land considers the Lutheran Chu 
as a faithful sister. By the particu- 
lar providence of God, I became ac- 
quainted with the Reverend Dr. 

pp, who invited me, in a letter, 
to come to him, and to finish m 
studies in Halle. I accordingly le 
Leipsic, and Dr. Knapp shewed 
me the kindness to take me into his 
own house. This last year in Halle 
every thing seemed to conspire to 
deter me from my design to become 
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a Missionary. Many lucrative liv- 
ings were offered to me in Saxo- 
ny, Austria, and Russia. My own 
friends and relations began to urge 
me to accept such’ comfortable sit- 
uations ; they represented my inten- 
tion to goon a mission as fantastical, 
and my reiiance on God in this point 
asa chimera. At last it had the 
appearance, on account of the pres- 
ent war, as if my hope should never 
be realised, and my enemies, and 
those that scoffed at me, began 
already to triumph ; when all at 
once, and unexpectedly, I received 
the call of this blessed Seciety ; and 
from the very moment I accepted 
it, till the present, the Lord has 
been with me in a peculiar manner, 
in so many respects, that I clearly 
see it is His good pleasure, and 
firmly trust in Him that I shall safe- 
ly arrive at the place of my destina- 
tion in India.” 

He concludes with praying the 
Lord to send down “ his Spirit upon 
me, that I may be enabled to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of salvation 
in Christ Jesus unto those That sit 
in darkness and in the shadow of 
death,” and with promising “ to 
continue instant in praying Sor the 

of my Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, to adorn his doctrine by my 
whole life and conversation, and to 
éndeavor to have always a 
conscience towards God and men.” 


20+ o— 
Baptist Mission in India. 


THE 25th Number of the Pe- 
riodical Accounts of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, which brings down 
the history of the Mission to the 
close of the year 1812, is published. 
It is prefaced by some observations 
of the Committee, which serve to 
give a comprehensive view of its 
progress since the close of the year 
1809. At that period there were 
six stations, containing 191 mem- 


bers; at the close of 1812 there 
were twelve stations, and about 500 
members. The main part of what 
has been done in Calcutta, has been 
done in these three years. By cir- 
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culating the Scriptures‘in the native 
languages, by preaching, and by the 
establishment of a large school, on 
Lancaster’s model, a strong impres- 
sion has been made on that city. 
During this period, not less than 160 
persons have been baptized in Cal- 
cutta and Serampore :—a mission 
aad been planted in Orissa, the seat 
of Juggernauth, where not only have 
the Scriptures, in the language of the 
country, been liberally distributed,’ 
even within the precincts of the 
temple, but the gospel has been 
diligently preached, and a church 
formed of between thirty and forty 
members :—the church in Jessore 
has increased from thirty to eighty 
members :—the Gospel has been 

reached, and churches formed at 

heerboom, Agra, Digah, Patna, 
and Daca :—the word cf God has 
been introduced into the Mahratta 
country, wiiere many were reading 
it with apparent effect :—and three 
new stations have been oceupied, 
viz Columbo, Chittagong and Bom. 


ye 
The state of the translations at 
the end of 1812, was as follows ;—1. 
In Bengalee, the New Testament 
had gone through three editions, 
and was ready for a fourth; the 
second edition of the Old Testament 
was printed to the fourth chapter 
of Leviticus. 2. In Sungskrit, New 
Testament printed; Old Testa- 
men printed to 2d Samuel, and 
translated to 24 Chronicles. 3. In 
Orissa, New Testament printed, 
and tried and approved by Orissa 
pundits ; Old Testament, the Hagi- 
hia and the Prophets, and 
the Historical Books to Ist Kings, 
printed. 4. In Telinga, New Tes- 
tament translated, Matthew in the 
press. 5. In Kurnata, New Tasta- 
ment translated, Matthew revised. 
6. In Mahratta, New Testament 
inted, and in circulation; Old 
Festament printed to Numbers. 
7. In Hindoost’hanee, New Testa- 
ment, second edition in the press ; 
Old Testament printed to Exodus. 
8. Shikh, New Testament, transla- 
ted and printed to Luke vii. 9 In 
Burman, types cast, a volume of 
Scripture Extracts printed, and the 
translation prepared to Luke xviii. 
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10. In Chinese, New Testament 
translated ; Old ‘Testament trans- 
Jated to 1st Samuel v. and Gospel 
of St. John printing. 11. In Cash- 
mire, New Tastament translated to 
Rom. ii. 12. Assam, New Testa- 
ment, translated to John vi. Besides 
which the translation of the Scrip- 
tures into the Pushtoo or Affghun, 
the Nepala, the Brij Basha, the Bi- 
lochee, and the Maldivian were 
commencing, important improve- 
ments had been made in casting 
types and manufacturing paper, and 
the younger branches of the family 
were so educated, as to be able to 
carry on the translations. 

“ The feeling excited by the dis- 
aster at Serampore, not only pro- 
duced a prompt and very liberal 
contribution for the reparation of 
the loss, but probably increased the 
interest which the Christian part of 
the nation felt in the question. Shall 
Christianity have free course in In- 
dia? That interest certainly was 
reat, and of great importance. 

‘he temparate but decided way in 
which the sense of the country was 
expressed, as well asthe respectful 
manner in which it was treated by 
the Government and the Legisla- 
ture, call for our grateful acknow- 
Jedgments both to them, and to Him 
who disposes the hearts ot all for 
the accomplishment of his purpo- 
ses.”——“* Finally,” the Committee 
observe, and we are anxious to 
second their picus acmonition, 
** while solicitous for the success of 
Christ’s kingdom jn other lands, 
let us not forget our native country, 
and while the souls of our fellow-sin- 
ners are dear to us, let us not be 
unmindful of our own. It is too 
possible that a zeal may be kindled 
tor a public object, while at the. 
same time things of a personal na- 
ture are negiccted. Surely it would 
be a grievous thing, if while busy 
here and there about converting 
the heathen, we lose our own 
sous {” 

Some extracts from the Periodical 
Accounts themselves. 

“ Serampore and Caleutia,—Fif- 
fv-nine have been added to this 
church, the greater part of whom 
are natives of India of various re- 
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ligions.” “‘ The Scriptures and 
scripture tracts in various languages 
have Leen largely distributed by the 
members of the church among their 
neighbors, their servants, and the 
strangers from various parts of In- 
dia.” “Several of the younger 
members of the church have appii- 
ed to the study of the Bengalee, 
Nagree, and Persian characters, to 
enable them to read the New Tes- 
tament to their servants and neigh- 
bors.” “ ‘The Benevolent Institu- 
tion for the mstruction of poor chil- 
dren, has been this year extended 
to girls, who, with the boys in a dis- 
tinct apartment, amount to upwards 
of 300.” “ A building, during this 
year, has been erected near the 
chapel, which will contain 800 chil- 
dren.” 

The impression made on the 
neighborhood by the conduct of the 
Missionaries, and the quiet manner 
in which they are heard by the na- 
tives, will appear by the following 
account of one of their excursions : 
“On January 23, in the evening, 
the hicdisen Macthaien and Ward 
went to Ishra. The people in the 
bazar kindly accommodated them 
with seats; and nearly fifty sat 
down around them, to whom they 
read and expounded the Ten Com- 
mandments, asking the people 
which of them they thought evil or 
unjust. ‘They answered, ‘* None; 
they were all good.” The tree then, 
said they, must be good trom whence 
these branches come; and proceeded 
to shew them how every man by na- 
ture was averse from these righteous 
commandments, and of course from 
the God who gave them ; which 
state of mind must be a state of 
wickedness, and of the utmost dan- 

r. They then shewed them how 
esus Christ came into the world’ 
to deliver men both from the guilt 
and the dominion of sin; and that 
their errand into this country was 
wholly to bring a message of love, 
to make kuown these glad tidings 
to them, and beg them to come to 
Christ and share the blessings which 
they themselves enjoyed, appealing 
to them whether, in the twelve 
years that they had resided near 


them, any thing had appeared in 
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their conduct which could lead. 


them to deem them enemies instead 
of friends? ‘They answered, ‘ No ;’ 
and seemed extremely attentive to 
the discourse.” 

Feb. 23, 1812. “In the after- 
noon,” observes one of the Mission- 
aries, “1 renewed my visit to the 
once hardened prisoners in the 
house of correction. The women 
here are but little interested ; but 
the men, both old and young, Hin- 
doos and Mussulmans, when 1 com- 
pared their conduct towards God 
to that of the prodigal, and set forth 
hislong-suffering and mercy through 
the Son of his love, were so affect- 
ed that both they and myself found 
it a painful task to part. ‘They fol- 
lowed me as far as they could, and 
when we parted it was with tears. 
One of the seapoys on the guard, a 
Hindoost’hanee man, told me with 
tears also, that though I had spoken 
in Bengalee the words had pierced 
his heart. During my address, an 
mquisitive Hindeo interrupted me, 
by asking where our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the new Saviour that ‘I de- 
clared to them, had been for so lon 
atime, that he had only now heard 
ef him ? 1 told him that the Saviour 
1 preached wes no new Saviour, but 
tne only one appointed of God, even 
that God against whom we had 
sinned ; and that to him alone all 
the eads of the earth are exhorted 
to look and be saved. If he then, 
said he, be a Saviour for all the 
world, how is it thatthe Europeans, 
who appear to have had him re- 
vealed tothem, did not all this time 
make him known to us ? I told him, 
this did not iessen the truth of my 
assertion ; for that all the /Zurope- 
ans whom he saw in India were not 
Christians.” 

March 11. The Missionaries ha- 
ving heard that at Chagda, about 
24 miles from Serampore, a large 
concourse of le would be as- 
sembled, sent thither Jonathan Ca- 
rey, with the native converts Deep- 
chund and Vikoontha. They ar- 
rived there the next morning at 
seven. “ Here,” the itinerants ob- 
served, “a spectacle was exhibited 
which we seldom witness. The 
myer, which at this place is about 





three quarters of a mile wide, was 
covered with men, women, and 
children, nearly to the middle of 
the stream. In one place was a 
Brahmzn and his train of followers, 
dipping themselves with the great- 
est devotion in the sacred stream ; 
in another, a mother was seen drag- 
ging her shivering child into the 
river; in another, a Goorvo in- 
structing his disciples in the rites 
and ceremonies practised on these 
occasions ; in short, every one, trom 
the grey head to the youth scarcely 
versed inidolatrous ceremonies, rich 
and poor, Brahmus and Shoodrus, 
all seemed intent on the same ob- 
ject. The immense crowds which 
thronged the shore seemed like a 
forest of heads. Some had trav- 
elled journeys of several days ; some 
had come from Chittagong, others 
from Orissa, and from other parts 
of the country not less than a hun- 
dred miles distant. About seven in 
the merning we went out, and Deep- 
chund began to speak tothe people ; 
but so great was the press that we 
were obliged to climb a boat which 
lay on the shore with its bottom up- 
wards ; from which place we de- 
clared tothem the inefficacy of the 
act they were then perforining to 
remove their sins, and pointed them 
to the Lamb of God. The people 
listened with the greatest attention. 
After preaching tor more than am 
hour, we brought from our own 
boat a number of scripture-tracts, 
but we were again obliged to ascend 
the boat, where the people followed 
us, clambering up the sides till the 
boat itself was covered with the 
crowd, all eager to obtain books. 
Thinking our situation unsafe, on 


‘account of the pressure of the 


crowd, we retired to our own boat ; 
but there also the people followed 
us for books; some up to their 
necks in water; some even swam 
to the boat, and having chtained 
pamphets, swam again to the shore. 
After resting a few minutes, we 
landed a little way higher up and 
ascending a small hillock, where 
a large number soon surrounded us, 
we again declared the truths of the 
Gospel. A young Brahmin, who 
said he was acquainted with Mr, 
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Carey, raised a shout among the 
people, crying out Huribul,* which 
was soon vociferated by the whole 
crowd, so that all our efforts to be 
heard, were ineffectual. ‘he noise 
having in some measure sudsided, 
we resumed our discourse. At 
length, Vikoonv’ha discovered some 
people from his native village, 
whom he addressed for more than 
an hour ; after which a Brahmun, 
whose house lay at the entrance in- 
to the town of Chagda, entreated us 
to come and explain this new doc- 
trine. We went, and hither a 
crowd followed us, to whom we ex- 
plained our message. During the 
discourse, a lewd Brahmuwn came 
up, and, insulting us, said, that if we 
would bestow upon him the means 
of gratifying his lewd desires, he 
would become our disciple. Upon 
this, the Brahmun who had invited 
us took up the matter, upbraided 
him for uttering such vile senti- 
ments. and continued disputing with 
him for a considerable time. I was 
glad to observe, that the people 
seemed to exult at his being put to 
shame. Having unanimously driv- 
en him away, they entreated us to 
— After preaching for a 

ng time, we distributed a number 
of tracts which the people received 
with the greatest eagerness. From 
hence we went to the market, and 
from thence to a place where 
two robbers were hung in chains ; 
here the people’s attention was 
drawn off from our discourse, by a 
number of lewd fellows ; and night 
coming on, we returned to the boat. 
In our way, we beheld a most grati- 
fying spectable : a number of peo- 
ple were sitting under a tree, grow- 
ing close to an old temple in ru- 
ins, dedicated to Shiva ; and in the 
midst of them, a Brahmun who 
had obtained a pamphlet, was ex- 
piaining its contents to the:attentive 
crowd. I could not help stopping 
to contergplate this scene for a mo- 
ment—one of these ‘images of the 
Givinity,’ with a poita hung round 
his neck who had just been bathing 
with the rest of the people in the 
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* A sort of huzza ! as—Great is 
Diana of the Efihesians. 
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sacred stream, and from whose lips 
nothing had ever proceeded but the 
praises of the gods, at the very 
door of the temple too, within 
whose walls he perhaps had been 
accustomed to ‘pay his idolatrous 
adorations, and from which very 
likely he had all his life received 
his maintenance—this man became 
an unwitting teacher of the Gospel! 
This sight was so new and so cheer- 
ing, that it compensated for all our 
trouble. Returning through the Ba- 
zar, we saW a mun, who nad been 
disappointed in ootainmg a pam- 
phiet, buying a book of a boy who 
had received it from us gratis. On 
the whoie, considering the vast con- 
course of people, we have reason 
to bless God for what was done; 
some thousands of scripture-tracts 
were distributed, many of them to 
people who had come more than 
ten days’ journey, and who will 
carry them back into their own 
country ; so that though they went 
to Chagda to worship a river, they 
may have found Him who is the 
pearl of great price ; and perhaps 
others also may become inclined to 
read these pampiilets, and may be 
converted. Night coming on, and 
ali our stores being exhausted, we 
took our leave, and arrived at Se- 
rampore on Friday night, where we 
learned that the printing-office had 
been consumed two days before,” 
(To be continued.*) 
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The following is taken from a late 
English publication. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


Own Wednesday the 4th of May 
last; the Tenth Anniversary of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
was held at “ ‘fhe Free Mason's 
Hall, Queen st. Lincoln’s inn fields. 
The Report read by Lord Teign- 


—e 


* We hofic to see the remainder 
of this account, though it is not 
contained in the succeeding Number 
of the Christian Observer, which is 
the last received. Ens. 
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mouth, the President, contained a 
variety of interesting matter relative 
tothe progress made by the Insti- 
tution in different parts of the world. 

‘The total of net receipts within 
the year were reported tobe 87,2162 
6s. 9d, ; and of payments, 84,6522. 1s. 
5d. and the Society’s engagements 
with its domestic and foreign Socie- 
ties, for the current year, 28,600/. 
‘The total issue of Bibles and Testa- 
ments, by the Society, both at home 
and on the Continent, amounted to 
1,026,845, and LY to these be scaee 
122,000, printed or now printin 
Societies in Europe only, aided by 
the Society at home, the total amount 
will be 1,158,850 copies. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Kent, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, the Bishops of Salisbury and 
Norwich, the rl of Northesk, 
Lord Gambier, the Swedish Ambas- 
sador, (to Madrid,) the Dean of 
Wells, the Warden of Manchester, 
the principal of the Magdalene Hall, 
(Oxford,) Messrs. Wilberforce, A. 
Thornton, Porcher, and C. Grant, 
jun. Rev. Dr. Romeyn, (from New 
York,) the Rev. Dr. Thorpe, (from 
Dublin, ) the Rev. W. Dealtry, Rev. 
G. Burder, Rev. J. Paterson, (from 
Petersburgh,) Rev. R. Pinkerton, 
(from Moscow,) and the Secretaries, 
took a share in the business of the 
day. From the importance of the 
communications, the number and 
rank of the attendants, and the in- 


terest excited by the able and im-. 


a addresses, this may be just- 
y considered as having exceeded, 
in point of effect, any preceding an- 
niversary. 


+o 
Connecticut Missionary Society. 


Tue Brief for Contributions thro’ 
this State, for the benefit of the Mis- 
sionary Society, having expired with 
the present year,—the Trustees of 
the Society made an application to 
the General Assembly, at their late 


session, for another Brief, for the | heard. 

The Contribution of May last, 
though not all received, is expect- 
ed te amount to nearly four thon. 


further term of three years; which 


was very liberally and cheerfully 
granted. The Legislature and peo- 
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‘ple of the State appear much dis- 


posed to support that important In- 
stitution, which is the most efficient 
Missionary Society in the U. States. 
Nor have the smiles of heaven been 
less conspicuous upon the judicious 
arrangements, and the laborious ex- 
ertions of the Trustees. The infor- 
mation respecting the religious state 
of the western country, recently laid 
befpre the public, seems to hage pro- 
duced a general impression, that alk 
our charitable exertions are needed, 
and can be most usefully applied in 
disseminating the blessings of reli- 


y | gious instruction, among the destitute 


ple of those infant settlentents. 
Vhe calls upon the Missionary So- 
ciety, for their benevolent assistance, 
are very frequent and pressing, ac~ 
companied by the most grateful ac- 
knowledgments of the people of 
those destitute regions, for the fa- 
vors already received. The ef- 
forts, for this purpose, are further 
encouraged with the reflection, that 
those which have been hitherto 
made, have been accompanied with 
the signal approbation of Divine 
Providence. No Christian mission, 
in proportion to the means employ- 
ed, appears to have been produc- 
tive of more good, than that which 
has been supported by this State, 
for sixteen years. It has met with 
no particular frown of Heaven; and 
has been constantly blessed for the 
gradual furtherance of the gaspel 
of Christ. 

There is no Christian country, in 
which the exertions of the pious 
yd nom - — needed, for 
the dispersion instruction, 
than our own. Fhe Parcs r of our 
political institutions forbidding the 
interference of civil authority for 
the sup of divine ordinances ; 
unless the exertions of the friends of 
Zion be made with constancy and 
perseverance, there is reason to fear 
that the hostility of the human heart, 
to the holy religion of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, will be triumphant, and that 
in some parts of our land its heaven- 
ly voice will almost cease to be 
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$20 Obituary.... Donations. 


gand dollars. Tiais is several hun- 
dred dollars more than the last 
year, which was greater than any 
one preceding. While the people 
of this State continue their exertions 
to supply their destitute brethren in 
the new settlements, with the word 
of life, God -will not withhold the 
blessings of his providence and 
grace. He ever keeps his eye upon 
his hay habitation. Eps. 


—_+o— 


OBITUARY. 


Diep, at Philadelphia, Rt. 
Rev. Doctor Micuart Ecan, 
the first Roman Catholic Bisi- 
op of Philadelphia, in the 53d 
year of his age. 

At Bridge-Town, West New- 
Jersey, on the 16th ult. Doctor 
Benjamin CuHampneys, in the 
4ist year of his age; a very 
eminent Physician. 

In Burlington (Vt.) Col. Wm. 
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C. Hakrrineton, one of the 
counsellors of the Vermont Le- 
gislature. 

At Killingworth, on the 20th 
ult. of the prevailing fever, 
Rev. AcHities MansFiexp, a- 
ged 63. 

fn Salem, (Ms.) on Thursday 
mornining the 28th ult. the 
Hon. Bensamin Goopuur, Esq. 
late Senator of the United States 
from the State of Massachusetts, 
in the 66th year of his age. 

At Burnham, Eng. Tuomas 
Tornton, Esq. author of “ The 
present State of Turkey.”— 

In England, Lord Viscount 
Brivrort, (Alexander Hood.) 
aged 87—He was Admiral of 
the Red, Vice-Admiral of the 
Fleet, and’General of Marines. 

In Paris, M. Mercier, author 
of the “ Tableau de Paris,” 
Member of the Institute, aged 
72. 


Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


. From Rev. Ard Hoyt, collected in new settlements, 


$8 47 


- From Miss Jerusha Loomis, of East Windsor, a Do- 


nat ion, > - 
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- e - 1 00 


Received by P. W. Gallaudet, for Foreign Missions. 


. Of Julia Brunson, = - 
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